
401 certification process for aquaculture

Public may 
appeal Cer�fica�on 

deniedGrower 
may appeal

Cer�fica�on 
granted

Request 
incomplete; 

Grower may 
re-apply

Required materials
– Request form
– Site drawings
– Proof of pre-filing 

mee�ng request

Other materials 
Ecology might 
request:
– Water Quality 

Monitoring 
Informa�on

– Farming best 
management 
prac�ces

Ecology 
determines 

if the request is 
complete and 

valid

Public no�ce & 
comment period 

(comment period is 
from 15–30 days)

Corps of Engineers 
issues permit

Grower submits 
request for 401 

cer�fica�on to Ecology

No 401 
needed

30 day 
window for 

appeal

Ecology determines 
if 401 cer�fica�on 

is needed

Growers must wait 30 
days a�er pre-filing 
mee�ng request to 

submit a 401 cer�fica�on 
request by EPA rule

Ecology issues 
a decision.

Ecology 
review

Corps decides
 on permit 

pathway and 
no�fies Ecology

Grower submits 
applica�on to Corps 

of Engineers

Grower submits a 
Pre-filing Mee�ng 
Request to Ecology

Ecology must complete our 
review within a reasonable 

period of �me. If Ecology 
fails to meet that 

deadline, we waive 
our authority and 

the Corps may 
proceed

Ecology’s 
ini�al review

Condi�onal
cer�fica�on

granted


