Management of Dangerous Waste Pharmaceutical Containers

If you have questions regarding

) pharmaceutical waste management,
Manage containers contact your regional Ecology office.
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See page 2.
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Is the syringe fully
container a Yes—— < administered and No
syringe? plunger fully
depressed?
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Yes

Container is not considered empty.
Manage as DW under the Policy.

Container is considered solid waste.
No Applies to containers of P-listed compounds y
like epinephrine or warfarin.

4 Yes
No
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unit-dose Yes = Yes destroyed’ to No—»
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container? prevent further

label?
use?
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No

! Unit-dose containers include vials, ampoules, patches, packets, cups, blister packs, or bottles holding < 1.0 L or < 1,000 pills.

2 Other containers include IV bags and tubing, nebulizers, inhalers, aerosols, tubes of ointments, gels, and creams, or bottles holding > 1.0 L or > 1,000 pills.

3 Destroyed means unable to hold a similar pharmaceutical again (e.g. broken blister pack or crushed vial). Defacing the label is not sufficient.
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https://fortress.wa.gov/ecy/publications/SummaryPages/0704024.html

Management of Dangerous Waste Pharmaceutical Containers

Are you
managing empty
containers under the DW
regulations?

Dangerous Waste (DW)
Pharmaceutical Containers

Yes

Did the
container hold a
P-listed waste [as the sole-
active ingredient]?
Like epinephrine, nicotine,

Residue in container is a P-
listed waste since triple

rinsing is not practical. or warfarin.

\Yes

Not an empty container.
You must designate the contents.

No—»

See page 1.
Manage
containers
under the
Policy.

If you have questions regarding
pharmaceutical waste management,
contact your regional Ecology office.

Central Region: 509-575-2490
Eastern Region: 509-329-3400
Northwest Region: 425-649-7000
Southwest Region: 360-407-6300

Is the container

[

See the Pharmaceutical Waste Designation
Flowchart for more information.

Best Management Practice:
Manage all chemo containers as DW
unless designation information shows
they are not dangerous.
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Did the
container hold
chemotherapy?

emptied using all Yes
normal means?
No
Is there
< 3% of the
< No .
container volume
remaining?
Yes

No

Container is empty and

may be managed as a solid waste.
Check with your local health department
for any disposal restrictions.
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http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/hwtr/pharmaceuticals/pages/wastedesignationFC.pdf
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=173-303

