Viable Pharmaceuticals
Step 1:
Determine if the
pharmaceutical is
viable.

Step 1a:
Can the
pharmaceutical be
used for intended
purpose?

For more detailed instructions on designation, please refer to either:
Dangerous Waste Regulations [Chapter 173-303 WAC] or
Pub # 96-436: Designating Dangerous Waste.

Step 1b:
Can the
pharmaceutical be
returned for credit?

No

Yes

Yes

Sell or donate
pharmaceutical as-is.

Send to a reverse
distributor for credit.

No

Go to Step 2.

This flowchart only highlights the most common designation path for
pharmaceuticals.

RCRA Hazardous Waste
Step 2:
Determine if
the pharmaceutical
is a RCRA
Hazardous
Waste.

Step 2a:
• Does the pharmaceutical
have a chemical listed
under WAC 173-303-9903
as the sole active
ingredient?

Step 2b:
No

• Is the waste a liquid with
a flashpoint <140 °F?
• Does the waste have an
alcohol conc >24%?
• Is the waste an oxidizer?

Step 2d:

Step 2c:
No

• Is the waste a waterbased liquid with a pH 
2.0 or  12.5?

No

• Does the waste have
cyanide or sulfide in it?
• Is the waste waterreactive, explosive or
unstable?

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Record the
appropriate
P- or Uwaste code

Record the
waste with
waste code
D001
(Ignitable)

Record the
waste with
waste code
D002
(Corrosive)

Record the
waste with
waste code
D003
(Reactive)

Step 2e:
No

• Does the waste contain
a constituent listed in
WAC 173-303-090(8)?
• Does the amount
exceed the limit?

Yes

If Yes to any Step 2
questions, you have a
RCRA Hazardous
Pharmaceutical Waste.

If No to all Step 2 questions,
go to Step 3. You do not
have a RCRA waste.

Record the waste
with the appropriate
waste code
e.g. D009 if
.
.
mercury >0.2 mg/L.

State-only Dangerous Waste
Step 3a:
Assume remaining
pharmaceuticals
designate as state-only
dangerous
waste.

No, go to
Step 3b.

Yes
Manage under the
conditional exclusion.
WAC 173-303-071(3)(nn)
No

Send to an incinerator
meeting the conditions
of the exclusion
WAC 173-303-071(3)(nn).
Manage under the
Dangerous Waste
Regulations
Chapter 173-303 WAC
Manage under the
Interim Enforcement
Policy for
Pharmaceutical Waste

If pharmaceutical does NOT
designate as dangerous waste,
it is a solid waste. Check with
your local health department for
solid waste restrictions.

A RCRA permitted incinerator meets
the conditions of the exclusion.

No

Designate for state-only
criteria based on
constituent/concentration
knowledge.
WAC 173-303-100

Yes, fails stateonly criteria

Step 3b:
Designate remaining
pharmaceuticals for
state criteria.
WAC 173-303-100

