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Attachment A: Chapter 173-321 WAC, Public Participation Grants

Purpose of the proposal and its anticipated effects, including any changes in existing rules: In

2016, Ecology
obtained an independent audit of our Public Participation Grants program. Changes are either specific audit
recommendations or the program’s recommendations based on experience. Updating the rule now will allow us
to apply these changes to grants in the 2017-19 biennium.
As directed under Chapter 70.105D RCW, Ecology has the authority to administer a program for grants to
“persons who may be adversely affected by a release or threatened release of a hazardous substance and not-forprofit public interest groups”. Grants are used to “facilitate public participation in the investigation and
remediation of a release or threatened release of a hazardous substance and to implement the state’s solid and
hazardous waste management priorities.”
The rule currently limits applicants to “groups of three or more unrelated persons or not-for-profit public interest
groups”. The proposed rule language removes the “three or more” requirement and allows “individuals adversely
affected by a release or threatened release” to apply for a grant. Not-for-profit public interest groups are still
eligible.
Chapter 173-321 WAC directs that priority consideration for grant funding will be given to: (1) applicants
requesting a hazardous substance release grant; (2) new applicants; and (3) applicants that demonstrate the ability
to provide accurate technical information on complex waste management issues.
Proposed changes include amending “new applicants” to applicants who “have not received funding in the last
two biennia”. This doesn’t change the intent of this priority which was to encourage new grant recipients.
Another proposed change is to eliminate (3) and replace it with applicants who “facilitate public participation in
highly impacted or low-income communities”. This change acknowledges Ecology’s commitment to prioritize
environmental justice concerns in the program.
The current rule excludes federally recognized tribes from eligibility, but grants have been awarded in the past to
their not-for-profit organizations. The proposed rule language allows for tribal not-for-profit organizations to
apply for grants.
Organizations “sustained by public funding” are currently excluded in the rule. Since local, state, and federal
governments have their own specific exclusions, it is unclear what organizations are covered here. This
exclusion has been removed from the proposed rule.
Public participation grants may be funded up to $60,000 per year and renewed annually. The current rule requires
that a new application be submitted to renew a grant. Proposed rule changes eliminate the requirement to submit
a new application.
Additionally, proposed changes include, but are not limited to, the application evaluation criteria, eligible costs,
and agency reporting requirements.

