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The following summary notes are not intended to be a transcript but rather a review of the
question and answer session that took place at the conclusion of the webinar. Attendee
questions and comments are shown in bold text followed by Ecology responses.

How much do you anticipate using the existing DNV-GL model for the Columbia River?
(Jeremy Nielson)
JD Leahy: We are planning to build our own model. We will refer to the published work of
those who have tackled these sorts of problems already. But we will be building our own
unique model – not using a model built by someone else, like for instance the DNV model that
you reference.
Is there an estimate of how much oil travels through the Tri-Cities area? (Vincent Papol)
Brian Kirk: Ecology has a lot of data sources regarding the movement of oil, including the
advanced notice of transfer system for oil transfers greater than 100 gallons. That can give us
some idea of how much oil is being moved. We can combine this with other data sources to
infer more info about the movement of oil. We do also get some information from rail and
pipeline entities.
Written response: Additional detail on the movement of oil through the Tri-Cities area is
available in Ecology’s quarterly reports on crude oil movement by rail and pipeline. You can also
select the “Oil Trains” tab on our online mapping tool to see a visual representation of oil
movement in the State.
How is the work for this model being funded? (David Konz)
Brian Kirk: When the Washington State Legislature gave Ecology the direction for this work,
they funded several full time positions, which is how we were able to hire this team. The
legislature also provided in the budget for Ecology some funding for IT infrastructure and
computing resources. The legislature clearly indicated their intent that this would be an
ongoing capacity within Ecology. As a result, the expectation is that these positions will remain
funded beyond the current biennium. Any additional data or computing needs that we may
have, beyond what was budgeted when the bill passed, would be additional budget requests
that would need to be developed through Ecology’s budget process.

Is there a deadline for written comments on these questions? (Amber Carter)
JD Leahy: No, you are welcome to submit your thoughts on these at any time. These questions
are pretty open-ended and meant to spark discussion. The process by which we build the model
will be ongoing over the next 18 months, and aspects of these questions will be discussed
throughout that process. We aren’t closing the door to this discussion at the end of this
webinar.
Did you identify specific problems with the DNV GL Model? (Jeremy Nielson)
JD Leahy: We are building our own model based on what was directed by the legislature. I do
think it’s valuable to talk about some of the differences in building a model as part of the work
of a public agency, compared to something that is done in the private sector. One of the real
strengths of what we are doing is that nothing will be hidden about the work that we do. It will
all be publically accessible. One of the challenges with using proprietary tools is that you need
to pay for individual analysis and there can be challenges with that. For us, time will remain a
constraint, but we won’t have to pay for each individual analysis run. These are some of the
benefits to having a government agency undertake a project like this.
Does the model include cargo vessels because of their fuels? Or does the model only include
vessels transporting oil-based cargos (Sean Kelly)
JD Leahy: Yes, we are using the definition of oil that is in the RCW [RCW 90.56.010 (19)]. It’s a
broad definition of oil that includes diesel, bunker fuels, and gasoline. Oil spill risk from those
types of oil will be incorporated into the model. In addition, cargo vessels over 300 gross tons
fall into the category of covered vessels, so that’s another reason why they will be included.
Additional comment
Fire Departments in the Tri-Cities have boom trailers for initial spill response and I think a
new risk assessment would be beneficial to see if we are capable to meet the need. (Michael
Wickstrom)

