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2026, at 5:30 p.m, a Chehalis R ver Basin Fl ood Damage
Reduction Project: SEPA Revised Draft EI'S public neeting
was held before Mchelle Brandt, WAshington State
Certified Stenographic Reporter, residing at Cark County.

Wt:

BE | T REMEMBERED t hat on Tuesday, January 6,

VHEREUPON t he fol | owi ng proceedi ngs were had, to

- --0000000- - -

FRAN SANT: Al right. W are going to
begin the formal hearing section of the neeting,
which we are recording for the public record, and we
are also using the court reporter to record coments.
At this tine, | will read information that is
required for the public record.

|'m Fran Sant, Hearing Oficer for this
hearing. This evening we are to conduct a hearing on
the Revised Draft Environnmental |npact Statenent for
t he Chehalis River Basin Flood Danmage Reduction
Proj ect .

Pl ease | et the record show that it is 6:29
on January 6, 2025, and this hearing is being held at
Centralia College at 615 West Pear Street, Centrali a,
Washi ngt on.

Notices of this hearing were nailed to
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about 13,000 interested people in the EI'S study area.
Emails and |ist serve notices were sent to
approximately 4,086 interested people. Ecol ogy

| ssued a news rel ease on Novenber 20, 2025. Notices
were al so posted on Ecology's public events cal endar.
And notices of this hearing were al so published in
the follow ng papers: The Centralia Chronicle,
Aberdeen Daily Wrld, and The A ynpian, all on
Novenber 20t h.

|'I'l be calling people up to provide
comments in the order your nane appears on the
sign-in sheet. Once everyone who has indicated they
woul d like to provide coment has had the
opportunity, we will go ahead and open it up for
others. Please remenber your conments should be
about three mnutes. Wen you reach that Iimt, |
w Il ask you to summarize your comments so the next
person can cone up to testify.

W are going to queue people up in groups
of three. W have an area for you to sit up here in
the front of the room So when you are queued up,
can you please nove up to that enpty row.

And | would like to queue up Ed Hunbl e,
Kat hy Burnaman, and Chris Brewer to get us started

with cooments. And Ed, you will be first since you
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signed up first. Wen you cone up to the mc, if you
could pl ease state your nane for the record, and

pl ease speak clearly so we can get a good recording
of your comments.

ED HUMBLE: So thank you. Thank you for
having this opportunity. M nane is Dr. Ed Hunble.
| amretired. So | nowdo a lot of things that fit
ny passion, and I'mcurrently the chair of the South
Sound Sierra Cub. And so I'mhere -- | am
representing the Sierra Club in that point.

And | want to start off -- three mnutes is
pretty good. | want to start off by saying, |
actually have tinme to enjoy reading the Draft EIS,
going through it, and it does get a little
conplicated at tines. But | applaud you. | applaud
t he Departnent on the work you've done on that, and
the informati on that has given us to be able to build
fromthere and nake sone good deci sions.

So with that, sone key aspects of that, and
again | represent the Sierra CCub. W're an
envi ronnental organi zation, and we see sone rea
environnmental issues that you pointed out in there.
There are lots of words in there about significant

change to the habitat, significant change to the

sal non runs, significant -- the spring run sal non
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could be elimnated. W think it is actually
stronger than that, and we wel cone the opportunity to
share sone of that information. We think that it has
catastrophic effects on sal non.

We think that the water flow, and this is a
free-flow dam and that's better, there's no
guestion. But during construction there's going to
be significant time when that water flowis going to
be really reduced.

We al so think environnental justice is a
pi ece of our environnmental concern and the
m srepresentation of |owinconme comunities and the
nmore hurt to |l owincone comunities through this is
going to be inportant.

W think it will be inportant to take care
of this. Three mnutes goes fast. We think it is
I mportant to take care of this. W want to be a part
of this. W want to be part of the alternatives. W
support, in many ways, the alternative that you have
| aid out on what is called the land alternative with
the | evees. W support that.

W think there are sone other ones that

maybe coul d be | ooked at. Sonme of themwere in

the -- we didn't ook at the -- or the no-inpact part
of it. | should have nenorized the whole thing. But
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sone of themwere in there. But there are things
| i ke, you know, just the public |and use policies
t hat we have and how that can be changed. And the
reforestation, the areas that have been | ogged for
years, and years, and years and really have an affect
on this. W think an additional |ook at that woul d
be very inportant.
| want to take ny |last 25 seconds. The
restoration part of this, we think, is critical.
Sonet hing cane out fromthe Board, the Chehalis
Board, today that | read that listed all the rivers
that were just recently affected. There was all
these rivers that cone into flowinto this nuch
| ower than that dam Al the rivers up by -- and the
sane thing could be said for rivers up in Snohom sh
County and What com County that we just went through.
The one river you never see identified in
any of that is the Nisqually. The N squally
Restoration efforts started back under CGovernor Dan
Evans, for those of us who have been around here | ong
enough to renenber that name. They have restored the
wat er banks. They have restored that, and they
purchased the land in there. There is over
30-sonething years of effort. It was the one river

in western Washi ngton that recently didn't have any
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problens. | think there is a |esson there to be
| ear ned.

|'msorry. I'mover nmy three mnutes. |
wll see you at future ones of these. Thank you for
t he opportunity.

FRAN SANT: Thank you, Ed. Appreciate
t hat .

We're going to hear from Kat hy next and
then Chris Brewer. Then following Chris will be
Mel ani e Rabaglia. | apologize if | said that
| nappropriately.

Al right, Kathy. Go ahead.

KATHY BURNAMAN: Okay. Hello, |'m Kathy
Burnaman. |'mthe project nmanager for the Flood
Control Zone District. W know how the city floods
relates to the Chehalis Basin. Therefore, the
proj ect proposed by the Flood Control Zone District
I s designed to reduce the worse fl ooding inpacts by
targeting major and catastrophic fl oods.

The good news, the revised Draft EI' S
concl udes that the project served its purpose. In a
| at e-century catastrophic flood, it would prevent
nore than 2,400 structures and 4,000 acres of |and

frombeing inundated fromPe EIl to Cosnopolis al ong

a hundred mles of river. It would reduce flooding
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on I-5 and allowit to open up faster.

The project is neant to be consistent with
an overall Chehalis Basin fish and flood strategy to
reduce maj or and catastrophic floodi ng danmages while
still creating successful outcones for fish. For
t hat reason, the project is not a traditional dam
It is a flowthrough facility. Most of the tine, and
for years on end, the project wll allowthe river to
flow through it. It only closes when a major or
catastrophic flood is forecasted. And even then, it
all ows average winter tinme flow to pass.

For the last five years, our scientists,
bi ol ogi sts, and engi neers have worked to provide
flood benefits while mnimze the inpact sufficient
in the environnment. W wouldn't be proposing a
project if we didn't think we could provide
substantial mtigation, and all of our mtigation
measures will be robust. They are designed to --
they are detailed in our mtigation plan and wll be
further described in our conments to the Revised
Draft EI'S and future project design.

Al'l large projects have inpacts. But the
point is to design themsafely, effectively, and with
as few inpacts as possible. That is what we believe

we have done here and what we are comm tted to doing
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i f the project is selected to proceed.

Thank you.

FRAN SANT: Thank you, Kathy.

W will hear fromChris, followed by
Mel ani e, and then Robert Rao. You will be follow ng
Mel ani e.

CHRI S BREWER: Thank you very nuch for your
time. M name is Chris Brewer. | live here at

Centralia, and | actually serve as the Deputy Mayor

here at Centralia. | apologize that | did not stand
up to be heard earlier. | was hiding out in the
back. | apol ogi ze for that.

Thank you for the tine. M coments wll
be very brief this evening. | wanted to state for
the record that the Centralia Cty Council is on
record as passing Resolution 2815 back in
January 2025. This supports the Flood Control Zone
Districts proposed flowthrough dam and also comits
to participating further in the process along with
all the project partners.

| was one of the seven that did vote for
that, and we ook forward to seeing this as it
continues and | ook forward to further participation
in the process.

Thank you very nuch.
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FRAN SANT: Thank you, Chris.

Next we will hear from Mel anie, followed by
Robert, then Vanessa LaVall e.

MELANI E RABAGLIA: H, nmy nane is Ml anie.
| live in Elma in Gays Harbor County.

|'mhere in regards to this conversation
about the damas it's been posed and | go through the
paperwork that you guys just went through. W are
here to tal k about the Fl ood Damage Reducti on
Project, and that's been applied by the Chehalis
River Flood Control District. Flooding is not ny
| ssue here. M issue here is the fish. | speak for
the fish and | speak for the fisher folks.

When t he CGovernor paused the project and
requested a non-dam al ternative, obviously that
didn't work because here we go again, Six years
| ater, and we are back with a damalternative.

| understand fromthe paperwork that it's a
fl owthrough dam and when the fish wll be
restricted, and when they won't be restricted. But
the fish will be restricted. And it'll be 43%/ arger
than it was before, and nowhere on any of this
paperwork does it say that. And those are facts.

That is going to be.

Wien you tal k about the flooding, now we
Page 11
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will talk about if. If it happens. |If it happens
there. |If it happens sonme place else. |t may not
happen. But you will kill the fish regardless.
Thanks a lot. This isn't enough for mtigation,

VWhat mtigation? Haven't seen anything about a
mtigation. What |'ve seen is the paperwork that
says you are going to truck fish. You are going to
nmove fish froma place in a truck and nove them some
place. That doesn't work. There will be significant
| npact .

Back to 43% | arger. Nowhere does this talk
about it. Thanks for being transparent. What did we
study? Recogni zing the overview of the significant
| npacts. Habitat degradation. Water tenperature.
There's been this conversation in ny office. | work
for the county. W have been tal king about the water
tenperature. Yeah, the water tenperature is going to
go up. And the oxygen is going to be less. There is
going to be disturbance of splining areas and reduces
fish passage and habitat degradation, and reduce
nesting. And you guys have all but admtted it.

If the "if" seens to be nore inportant than
the "for sure" that you will kill nore kings, the

kings are already restricted. W already can't fish

for king in the Chehalis. | already had to buy a
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boat to go into the ocean to catch fish.

Back to the significant inpact. [It'l]|
| npact the buffer areas. |It's going to inpact
several mles of river avail able for kayaking,
riverbank fishing, and it wll reduce fish and
wldlife. And you re going to truck fish. This
makes no sense to ne.

Thank you for holding these neetings. |
know it is required, so we are just going through the
process. And | will see you on January 13th in
Aber deen.

Bob, you're up.

FRAN SANT: After Robert, we'll have
Vanessa. Then John Harwood will be after Vanessa.

ROBERT RAO. My nanme is Robert Rao. | live
I n El ma.

| ook at the reports on inpacts to
wi I dlife and the noninformation provi ded about any
mtigation. And | |ook back at the Wnoochee River
mtigation where a ot of nobney was put aside to
mtigate for fish loss in the Wnoochee River that
never materialized. That noney is still sitting
there, and not hing has been done to mtigate the fish
| oss on the Wnoochee River.

So the whole mtigation process for nme is
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very, very negative that we are not given any

I nformati on about the people proposing these
mtigation neasures. And how that is not done prior
to this EIS study is just terrible. Borders on
crimnal in that the public is not infornmed as to
what is really proposed.

| know that the king salnmon run in the
Chehalis River is already severely threatened. 75%
of our fish are taken in Canada and Al aska before
t hey even get here, so we're not allowed to fish for
them And as a result, they are tal king about the
spring king salnon run may be elimnated. | nean, |
don't understand how any proposal can say that and
t hen hope to proceed further. That in itself should
be a killer for this.

And | have no faith in our public agencies
to do the right thing. This whole project is
basically funded to benefit the comercial interests
along 1-5. Wich, by the way, are all built on
rai sed pads so that floods will not affect them But
it is still used as an excuse to build this dam And
the reality is, if they really want to reduce the
| npact of a major flood, which would close |I-5, the
key woul d be to raise the highway in that floodplain

and elimnate it.
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Not hi ng shoul d be done that is going to
degrade habitat for wildlife. Nothing should be done
that is going to further inpact our sal non runs.

That shoul d be the paranount feature in all of this.
Not for people that choose to build in floodplains.
Because that is their own self interest com ng

forward in this rather than the greater public good.

And | don't have a lot of faith in a
process that already so many peopl e have spoken up
agai nst and caused it to be shelved by our Governor
I n 2020.

So all | can say is that hopefully enough
people will raise a real stink about this and
permanently shelf this rather than having it shoved
down or throats one nore tine.

Thank you.

FRAN SANT: Thank you, Robert.

W will hear from Vanessa, and then John
Har wood, and then Lee First after John. Go ahead.

VANESSA LAVALLE: (Good evening, everybody.

So it is clear fromthe DEIS that there are
significant adverse inpacts for fish and wildlife and
their habitats, and that this would only be a parti al
solution for flooding in the Basin. Additionally,

I ncrease threats of |andslide and declining water for
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residents give nme so nmuch concern.

| can appreciate that the new FRE desi gn
has fish in consideration. But there is doubt they
woul d survive the |lengthy construction period to even
be able to flow through. Wth the high cost of this,
the FRE, |1'm hoping we can instead spend that noney
to raise people's hones, to raise I-5, and to
I mpl enent all of the various |evees, dikes, and other
flood deterrent tools that we have at our disposal.

So | thank you for your tine and hard work
to inprove all of our lives in the Basin.

FRAN SANT: Thank you.

So John will be next. Lee First. Then
followng Lee will be Julie -- thank you for hel ping
me out.

JOHN HARAOOD:  Thanks. |'mjust nore
confortable if I'"'msitting. Thank you for the tine
this evening.

My name is John Harwood. | live in an
uni ncorporated area of Gays Harbor out towards
Westport, but | still consider nyself a nenber of the
Chehal i s Wat ershed Conmunity.

|"'mstrongly in favor of taking nmeasures to

reduce flooding. Flooding is a serious threat to

lives, livelihood, and property. | think neasures
Page 16
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need to be taken to reduce it and to nake the entire
wat ershed nore resilient.

But |I'mstrongly opposed to this flood
retention facility that is being proposed. | think
I s a boondoggle. It is a huge mstake. It is just
absol utely the wong approach.

When | started thinking about it, | started
t hi nki ng, what am | certain about and what am | not
certain about. |'mcertain about a few things, Iike
t he dangers of flood and how flooding is going to
become nore severe and extreme over tinme. |'msure
that is a fact. I'msure that it is going to
threaten |lives and property over tine. And that's a
fact.

Another thing |I'mcertain about is that the
flip side of that, that climte change w |l cause
I ncreased draught and heat events during the summer.
| feel like that's where the EISreally falls short.
It doesn't address the consequences of this facility
over the sumrer nonths when the Chehalis is in dire
straits because of the | ow water, warmtenperatures,
| ow oxygen | evel s.

And | think that this facility that is
bei ng proposed is going to make it so nuch worse. |

don't think EI'S addresses that. And maybe that's
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going to be taken care of in mtigation plans. But
that's one of the things that I'mvery uncertain
about is the mtigation plans aren't included and
aren't part of the proposal, so how are we to know
whet her that woul d be sufficient.

And | think | just stated nultiple tines, |
am not certain whether it is feasible and effective.
| don't see how the EIS can be acceptable w thout
knowi ng whether the mtigation plan, what are they
going to be and whether they are acceptabl e and
effective.

Another thing |I'mvery certain about, 1've
decided, is that $2 billion could be spent a whole
| ot better and a whole lot nore effective than on
this flood retention facility, because just seens
| i ke hel pi ng people get out of the way, hel ping
peopl e avoid the damages of flooding, is a whole |ot
nore reasonabl e and nore conpassionate to the people
in this watershed rather than to say, we got it all
fixed and we are building sonmething up the river that
may work. Vich is one of the things we are not
certain of, is whether or not it will even work.

Thank you very nuch for your tine.

FRAN SANT: Thank you, John.

Lee, and then Julie will be next. Then
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after Julie, Anthony Ahrens. | apologize if | said
that incorrectly.

LEE FIRST: Hello. M nane is Lee first.
|'mthe Tw n Harbors Waterkeeper.

Washington State is a |leader in the effort
to recover what was lost during the era of dam
buil ding. Danms on the Elwha, the Conduit, and M|
Pond and many smal | er dans have been renoved. Yet we
are contenplating a maj or damon the only undanmed
river of its size in Washington.

Near where | live in Rochester, right next
to the river, is the huge, alnost conplete, new Fords
Prairie Industrial Park. A couple mles south next
to the river, the eye-popping UNFI Distribution
Center. The new Wnco. The expanded Fred Meyer
Distribution Center. And other fills and many signs
in the floodplain that the Port of Chehalis is
advertising vacant |land. And even higher |evy around
the airport?

Wio is this nega damreally for? The big
devel opers? |If permtted, and that's a big if, the
appl i cant expects construction of the nega dam woul d
occur between 2030 and 2035. How nmany nore huge
war ehouses and distribution centers will be built

bet ween now and then? Al of this is nmaking the
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fl oods nuch worse for the rest of us.

Must we build a nega damso that Lew s
County can continue business as usual? No. Let's
get serious about noving people, hones, and
busi nesses out of harmis way. Let's treat our
forests as the flood resilience assets they could
beconme. Let's fix land use | aws and prohibit
floodplain fills. Let's change course now. Future
generations wll thank us.

Thank you.

FRAN SANT: Thank you, Lee. Julie?

JULIE PUHHCH H. M nane is Julie
Puhich. | live in farmal ongside the Chehalis River.
And we have the good fortune that all of our
i nfrastructure and sonme of our fields are well above
the floodplain. Not so for sone of ny famly nenbers
and friends and nei ghbors who farmjust a little ways
further down river fromus in |Independence Vall ey.

These are, you know, nore than a handful of
nei ghbors, friends, and famly nenbers who have all
suffered | osses in the 2007 fl ood and whose shops,
and barns, and in sone cases, houses were inundated
in that flood. These are people whose |ives and
| i vel i hoods depend on their farms. And | mght add

that larger comunity also relies on our products and
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supports our tenacity and wants us to continue.

Not one of the farnmers that | know of,

I ncl udi ng those who have had to raise their homes and
| nproved or added other infrastructure to prepare for
future floods, not one of themwant this thing. Any
one of themw ||l tell you, if asked, that the fill
and devel opnent in and around Centralia is

wr ong- headed and creates risks for those downstream
and worsens the flooding.

Reading the Draft EIS, it's so clear that
this dam if gets built, wll severely degrade the
|ife-giving functions of the Chehalis River. Mst of
ny adult life, we the people of Washington State have
been working to bring sal non back fromthe brink of
extinction. And now we are seriously considering
bui | di ng another damthat wll alnost certainly
extingui sh one distinct population and will further
weaken the possibility of recovery for all of the
rivers' populations of salnmon. This is crazy.

Bui |l ding a damon the Chehalis, and let's
call it that, because flood retention expandabl es
sounds |ike new speak to ne. Building a damon the
upper Chehalis is an exanple of exactly the kind of
di sruptive devel opnent and forest practices that have

contributed so heavily to getting us into this ness.
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Bui l ding this damwould give the green light to
continue nore problematic devel opment in the

fl oodplain. Dans are a solution fromthe past.
Their days are done, or they should be.

Meantinme, | notice that the |ocal
alternatives are only in early stage of devel opnent,
according to you all. And you note that | ocal
actions can potentially achieve the applicant's
objective. Well, why aren't we putting resources
I nto devel oping the |local action alternatives? As
ot hers have nentioned, a whole | ot of nobney going

into this damthat does feel is being pushed down our

throats.

Thank you.

FRAN SANT: Thank you, Julie.

W are going to hear from Anthony. And
then following Anthony will be Ron Averill. Thank
you.

ANTHONY AHRENS: Thank you. |'m Ant hony
Ahrens. | live in Chehalis.

| wanted to personally express ny support
for this project. |'ma fourth-generation Lew s

County resident. W have all seen the devastating

effects these fl oods have had. W have seen hones

| ost, farns washed away. Houses, livelihoods, |ost.
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| strongly support this.

This project, this flowthrough design is

fascinating. |'mpersonally not aware of anything
like this. This is fascinating to nme. | have been
working in the construction trades. 1've had the

good opportunity to work for Tacoma Power. And |
work firsthand at the Al der Dam the Mssy Rock and
Mayfield Dam here in Lewi s County, and the Wnoochee
Dam out in Gays Harbor County, which is a beautiful
facility.

The recreation opportunities created by
these dans are remarkable. And | think the job that
t hese men and wonen did, operate these facilities and
taki ng care of these salnon, is second to none. They
put these fish lives in front of thenselves everyday.
They do a fantastic job on it.

| think that if you see pictures of the
Wnoochee when it's flooding, it floods Mntesano.

It floods down that valley. Wen you see pictures of
| -5 flooding here 10, 11 years ago, you woul d support
t hese dam bui |l di ng operations.

One thing that we, the taxpayers and

citizens, need to take into consideration is when you

are tal king about the cost of a project like this.

$2 billion. Where does that noney go? It doesn't go
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to tonight. This goes to businesses here in Lew s
County. This goes to businesses. This goes to
homemakers, and hone buil ders, and construction

wor kers, truck drivers. This isn't noney that's | ost
inthinair. This isn't noney that is going to be

taken fromus. This is a valuable investnent, in ny

opi ni on.

Wien you think about the effects on the
Sound, | know the state put a prem umon restoring
sal non habitats. | support this whol eheartedly. |

wor ked as a commercial fisherman out of Westport, up
in Alaska, and | know there are people who depend on
this fish for their livelihoods. W enjoy the fish

and enjoy the recreational fishing.

| think this new flowthrough device is new
tonme, and | think if they can perfect this and get
it towork, | think it wll inprove salnmon runs. |
have hope in that.

Another thing I want to touch on really
quickly is the practices of the nodern building
trades, environnental renediation, and mtigating the
damage. It is second to none. W use straw wattles
on everything. |If there is one ounce of silt
floating in that water, DOE is there to shut it down.

| understand the state's regul ations, as far as
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ecol ogy, are nore stringent than the federal
regulations. | would like to applaud the state on
that in their commtnent to inproving our
environnmental state well-being.

| support building this water retention
facility. Let's build this dam

Thank you.

FRAN SANT: Thank you, Anthony.

RON AVERI LL: Good evening. M/ nane is
Col onel Ron Averill. 1'mformer County Conm ssioner
here in Lewi s County.

| was the County Conm ssioner in 2007 when
we had terrible flooding that hit our community. It
was alnost a billion dollars of danage, that flood.
It wasn't just restricted to our county or to the
Basin. It inpacted the Seattle transportation
routes, novenent of products, groceries, and things
of that nature.

One of the things that bothers ne about
this EISis, as a former professor we usually | ook at
both sides of an issue. Pros and cons. Al | see in
this is the cons. You even admt tonight that you
didn't consider the issues with the devel opnent of

the free-flow damand the mtigation that they

propose. It doesn't tell people that considerable
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effort has been nade in here.

W have a process now that is not
restricted to just fish. That is an inportant side,
and we recognize that. But it is also what is for
flood mtigation. W need to |look at both sides as
we do this. Hono sapiens are part of the environnent
just as fish are.

|t was brought up this evening that the
Ni squal |y River has done well. You know there are
two dans on the Nisqually River? | sat on the
Ni squally River Council for six years while | was a
County Conm ssioner. And yes, the N squally Tribe
spent considerable effort. That is part of the ASRP
programthat we have currently as we do this study to
| nprove the environnent.

The Chehalis R ver is the second | argest
river in the state, and it has 300 tributaries, and
at the current tinme there are only two dans. One of
themis really small, and the other one is |arge.
And this damis specifically being designed so that
It does a mninmuminpact and that we have ot her
mtigations taking place to protect the fish at the

sane tinme. There will be changes.

|f we don't do anything -- | got to tell
you, during the 2007 flood, we lost a lot of fish.
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They can't swmon |and. Wen the rivers go over
t heir banks, they get on | and and they get caught
there. W need to |ook at that side as well.

This is an inportant thing to us in this
community. W do want to save fish and make both
sides benefit. W need to open this study so that
both sides are consi dered.

Thank you very mnuch.

FRAN SANT: Thank you, M. Averill.

We've gotten through fol ks that have
I ndi cated before the neeting that they would like to
provide comment. This would be another opportunity.
I f you haven't signed up to provide comment, if you
woul d I'ike to provide comment, |I'mgoing to ask you
to go up to that first row and sign in. Then we wll
go ahead and get your coment not ed.

Ma' am you are wel come to come on up.

State your name for the record. Then we'll hear your
comment .

EDNA FUND: Okay. M nane is Edna Fund.

| ' ve been involved in the flooding effort
since 2008, shortly after the 2007 flood. Currently,
|'mthe Chair of the Flood Control Zone District
Advisory Commttee and Vice Chair of the Flood

Authority. |'mdeeply involved in this for our
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comunity, Lew s County, which we've seen just
terrible things happen when we have flooding. And it
conti nues.

Wien we have fol ks that want to | ook at
Lew s County as a home or as a business, and they
Googl e us, flooding comes up. That is not a good
selling point for our county.

When | ook at the SEPA, and | shoul d back
up a bit, that the Ofice of Chehalis Basin Research
shows that the climte inpacts are hamering the
fishery across the Basin. The inpact of this
fl owthrough dam according to the Draft SEPA,
extends only above Rainbow Falls, and that's before
mtigation is done. The Draft SEPA needs to nmake
clearer the huge inpact of climte versus the tiny or

zero inpact of this project on the fishery.

Thank you.
FRAN SANT: Thank you, Edna.
Sir?

MAX VOGT: Thank you. My nanme is Max Vogt.
I"'mformally a City Council Menber of Centrali a.
Just recently off, full disclosure. |'m speaking

just as a citizen now.

| ' m speaki ng because | live and work on the
edge of China Creek. And China Creek has been known
Page 28
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to flood our city for many, many, many, many years.
| ve been through that with ny busi ness and ny hone.
The county and the city cane together with the state
and rebuilt what is called a weir on China Creek,
which is very simlar to a flowthrough dam | think
the flowthrough damis basically a very conplicated
t echnol ogi cal | y advanced weir.

|'mhere to testify that the weir on China
Creek has definitely abated sone of the mgjor
fl ooding that goes on, on China Creek. | have lived
t hrough many of the floods that have happened, and
|'"mup all night. For sone reason, floods always
happen in the mddle of the night. | don't know why
that is. So | spent many hours worryi ng about
fl ooding from China Creek at every hour, and
measuring it, and knowi ng what it is going to do is
just a part of ny life.

| want to testify that | totally support
the flowthrough damconcept. | know it will work.
| knowit will slow down significantly the type of
fl ooding that we have. That's from persona
experience of the weir, which is basically, |'ve
| ooked at those designs, and they are very simlar.
Wi ch water can flow through. It doesn't conpletely

hold it back. But | would like to say it would
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significantly reduce flooding, frommy experience, on
the smaller experinment. So | just wanted to say that
| support the flowthrough dam

Thank you.

FRAN SANT: Thank you, sir.

All right. 1Is there anybody el se here
tonight that would |like to provide coments that
hasn't had the opportunity to do so? Ckay. Just
doubl e- checki ng.

| s there anybody that provided a comment
and would like to provide an additional coment?

Thi s woul d be your opportunity to do so.

Ckay. |I'mgoing to go ahead and read some
nmore information that is required for the record.
Ckay. One nore chance. This is your |ast chance
tonight to provide oral coments. OQherwise, | wll
start to wap the hearing up. Gay. Perfect. You
are already ahead of ne, Team

All right. There are many ways to provide
comments. If you would like to submt witten
coments, they are due to Ecol ogy on February 4, 2026
by 11:59 p.m You can send themvia US. mil to PO
Box 47775, O ynpia, Washington 98504-7775. You woul d
address those to Bobbak Tal ebi, SEPA Sout hwest Regi on

Ofice. And it is regarding the SEPA Revised Draft
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EIS for the Chehalis Flood Damage Reduction Project.

You can al so submt comments on-line using
the e-comments form You can see that address
di spl ayed on the screen. You can also find that
I nformation on our programwebsite. | believe it was
on handouts given out tonight as well.

So all comments received at this hearing,
as well as the on-line hearing held on Decenber 11th,
and additional on-line hearing to be held
January 8th, and the two public neetings to be held
on January 13th in Aberdeen and on January 21st in
Boistfort, along with all witten comments received
post marked no later than February 4, 2026 at
11:59 p.m, will be part of the official hearing
record for the final Environnental |npact Statenent
for the Chehalis Basin Flood Reduction Project.

In addition to these comments on the
Revised Draft EIS, Ecology wll also consider al
comments received on the Original Draft EI'S issued in
2020. Ecology will respond to all coments received
when the final EIS is issued.

W w il also send notice about the
availability of the final EIS to everyone that
provided witten comments or oral testinony on the

Draft Revised EI'S, and submtted contact i nformation
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to everyone that signed in for today's hearing and
provided an emai| address, everyone that provided
comment on the Draft EIS in 2020, and other
Interested parties on the agency's mailing list for
t he proposal.

The final Environnental |npact Statenent
for the Chehalis Basin Flood Reduction Project in
response to comments will, anong ot her things,
contai n agency's response to questions and issues of
concerns that were submtted during the public
comment peri od.

|f you would like to receive notice but did
not give us your contact information, please see one
of the staff as you | eave the hearing. Now I'm going
to hand it back to Angie to go ahead and tal k about
next steps.

ANG E THOVSON:  Thanks, Fran.

W are about to say goodnight to folks. |
just wanted to rem nd you, we tal ked about this
earlier, but Ecol ogy expects to rel ease the Final
Envi ronnental |npact Statenment in August of 2026,
just to rem nd you of that date.

Fran just told you, but comment period runs
t hrough February 4th of this year. W would really

enj oy seeing any of you who want to cone to the
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nmeetings that we have com ng up. On Thursday we have
and on-line neeting. Next week we have anot her

| n-person neeting, next Tuesday in Aberdeen. Then we
have one the foll ow ng week on Wednesday, the 21st,

| n- person.

You also can view a |ot of this information
and a lot of the display boards at the on-1ine open
house. And you can get to that at the URL that's on
the screen as well.

| think with that, | amgoing to say thanks
to everyone for attending. W really appreciate al
of you and appreciate all of your comrents. And we
wll wsh you all a safe drive hone. Thank you,
again, for your tinme tonight.

( Hearing adjourned at 7:12 p.m )
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CERTI FI CATE

I, Mchelle Brandt, a Certified
St enographic Court Reporter in and for the State of
Washi ngton, residing at d ark County, do hereby
certify;

That the foregoing proceedi ngs were taken
before me and thereafter reduced to a typed format
under ny direction; that the transcript is a full,
true and conplete transcript of said proceedi ngs
consi sting of Pages 1 through 34;

That as a CCR in this state, | am bound by
t he Rul es of Conduct as Codified in WAC 308- 14-130;
that court reporting arrangenents and fees in this
case are offered to all parties on equal terns;

That I amnot a relative, enployee,
attorney or counsel of any party to this action, or
relative or enployee of any such attorney or counsel,
and | amnot financially interested in the said
action or the outcone thereof;

That upon conpl etion of signature, if
required, the original transcript will be securely
seal ed and the sane served upon the appropriate

party.

I N WTNESS WHEREOF, | have hereunto set ny
hand this 9th day of January, 2026.

M phalle AL

M chell e Brandt, CCR No. 3421
Certified Stenographi c Reporter
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