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KLICKITAT COUNTY PLANNING DEPARTMENT

FINAL  DECLARATION OF NON-SIGNIFICANCE

ENVIRONMENTAL CHECKLIST NO. EC-82-35
PROJECT: Gregory Pit Site Plan Approval

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSAL: Surface mining of approximately 270 acres of
which approximately 82 acres have been previously disturbed and are
unreclaimed.

PROPCNENT: W. H. Gregory
2105 SE 190th Avenue
Portland, OR 97233

LOCATION OF PROPOSAL: The property is located approximately one-half (%)
mile south of the intersection of SR 197 and SR 14 lying adjacent to and
west of SR 197 and north of the south line of Sections 22 and 23, Township 2
North, Range 13 East, WM., within the Dallesport Peninsula.

LEAD AGENCY: Klickitat County Planning Department

THRESHOLD DETERMINATION: This proposal has been determined to not have a
significant adverse impact upon the environment. An environmental impact
statement is not required under RCW 43.21C.030(2)(c) and Klickitat County
Ordinance No. 82382. This decision was made after review by the responsible
official of a completed environmental checklist and other information on
file with the Klickitat County Planning Department.

FINDINGS OF FACT:

1. The property is a site of an existing gravel pit of which approximately
eighty-two (82) acres have been disturbed and are unreclaimed. The gravel
pit is under State Surface Mining Permit No. 11367 and is reclamation bonded
for $§120,000.00. The pit currently is not in operation.

2. The Klickitat County Comprehensive Plan designates the subject property
as industrial. The property is zoned Industrial Park (IP). Surface mining
is not a use specifically permitted outright in the Industrial Park zone.

The Planning Commission and Board of County Commissioners can allow such

use if it is determined to be no more detrimental to adjacent properties than,
and of the same type and character as, those uses permitted outright in the
zone. Uses within the Industrial Park zone may be permitted only after site
plan approval by the Planning Commission.

3. Final reclamation of the site as filed with the Washington Department of
Natural Resources is described as follows: ''It is intended that the pit
remaining after mining operations are concluded be usable by commerce and
industry. The area is zoned for industrial development and we therefor
presently foresee an opportunity to establish an industrial development
within the pit in time. We will develop the pit and level the floor so as
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to enhance a development after the area is mined.' A typical cross section
filed with the reclamation plan (Section B-B) shows a level floor at
approximately three hundred (300) foot elevation.

4. Given the fact that the site is within an area zoned and planned for
industrial use, impacts on earth, air, water, flora, fauna, and land use
are not considered significant.

5. 1Increases in noise, traffic movement and alteration to waterborne and
rail traffic associated with the proposal are not considered significant.

6. Surface mining necessarily results in the use and depletion of rock

and mineral resources. Use and depletion in this case would not be con-
sidered as significantly negative since the final reclamation is consistent
with the Klickitat County Comprehensive Plan.

7. The proposal will result in the creation of an open pit approximately

two hundred and seventy (270) acres in total size, which, if left unreclaimed
and abandoned, could be considered an aestheetically offensive site. The
state's Surface Mines Land Reclamation Act requires reclamation within two
(2) years of final activity. Progressive reclamation could be employed to
assure reclamation is done in a timely manner. Landscaping the site with
vegetation plantings could be employed to buffer the site from SR 197,

which borders the property to the east.

RESPONSIBLE OFFICIAL: Steven B. Andersen, Klickitat County Planning Director

SIGNED this 13thday of December, 198
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