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What are PFAS?

Over 12,000+ human-made chemicals
Used in a lot of products
◦Non-stick cookware
◦Water-proof apparel
◦Fast food wrappers
◦Firefighting foam (AFFF)

PFOA and PFOS most common
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PFAS = Per- and polyFluoroAlkyl Substances



Issues with PFAS
Health effects
•Cancer (prostate, kidney, testicular)
•Reproductive effects
•Developmental effects/

delays in children
•Reduced immune and 

vaccine response
•Hormonal interference

Vulnerable populations
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PFAS in the West Plains: A timeline

2017
Fairchild Air Force 
Base finds PFAS, 
starts investigation

2023

Ecology learns of PFAS 
contamination and 
begins cleanup process 
at Spokane Airport

March 2024
EPA samples 307 
private wells, Ecology 
provides bottled water

June 2024
EPA adds second 
round of sampling

April 2024

EPA issues national 
PFAS drinking 
water standard



Photos from March 2024 NE West Plains Sampling Effort
Photo Source:  U.S. EPA



Sample result type Number of 
locations

Percent of 
locations

Wells that don’t have PFAS 91 30%

Wells with PFAS below 
drinking water standards

44 14%

Wells with PFAS above 
drinking water standards*

172 56%

Total 307 100%

*If one has been set.





How to 
interpret your 
sample results!



How it looks* What it means

7.4 Sample was ABOVE the drinking 
water standard. 

3.2
PFAS compound was found in the 
sample but was below the drinking 
water standard (if one is set).

1.7 U PFAS was not found (non-detect).

*Numeric values are examples. The cell formatting and “U” show how to interpret your results.



Please share your results with Ecology
Provide safe water to people with PFAS 

above drinking water standards.
Map the area of known contamination 

and share this resource.
Help define additional source areas.



Drinking Water 
Sampling: Round 2
Request Form open until we receive 
125 eligible sample requests or 
June 18 (whichever comes first).

This is the last planned sampling 
event.

Sampling to begin June 11.



Known Common Concerns
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Questions?
EPA
Laura Knudsen
206-553-1838
knudsen.laura@epa.gov

Ecology
Erika Beresovoy
509-385-2290 
WestPlainsPFAS@ecy.wa.gov

https://doh.wa.gov/pfas
https://ecology.wa.gov/west-plains
https://www.epa.gov/pfas
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