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FTE GF-State MTCA 2 CCA 3 Other Total
2,288.2 69,010 370,753 104,507 521,254 1,065,524

1 Hanford Site Technical Correction - 1,978          1,978
2 WCC Member Wages & Benefits - 232             347             579
3 Public Participation Grants - 462             462
4 Cost Savings Options (10.1)           (4,703)         (1,712)         (330)            (6,745)

5 Achieving Statutory Decarbonization 2.9              625             2,211          2,836
6 Landfill Methane Fees Expenditure Authority 1.2              400             400

Prevent and Reduce Waste, Toxic Threats, and Pollution 1

7 Modernizing Hazardous Waste Fees 2.0              677             677
8 Expedited Voluntary Cleanup Program 1.2              (156)            598             442

9 Well Construction and Licensing - (1,454)         1,454          -
(2.8) (6,157) (1,174) 625 7,335 629

2,285.4 62,853 369,579 105,132 528,589 1,066,153

1 Goal in the Department of Ecology's 2025-30 Strategic Plan (https://ecology.wa.gov/about-us/who-we-are/strategic-plan/2025-30-strategic-plan).
2 Model Toxics Control Operating Account (23P-1, 23P-7), Model Toxics Control Stormwater Account (23R-1). 
2 Climate Commitment Act Operating Account (30P-1).

Maintenance Level Changes

2027-29 Biennium Operating Budget Request
9/14/2026

9/14/2026  $ in thousands - Biennialized FTEs
2027-29 Carryforward Level Base Budget

Notes:

Total Operating Budget 
Total Changes

Policy Level Changes
Reduce and Prepare for Climate Impacts 1

Protect and Manage Our State's Waters 1

Operating 

Protecting the Environment | Ensuring Public Health | Supporting Economic 
Growth & Jobs 

As the state’s lead environmental agency, Ecology’s mission is to protect and preserve the 
environment for current and future generations. Our vision is for our partnerships to protect 
and sustain healthy land, air, water, and climate in harmony with a strong economy. We’re 
tackling challenges that are unique to our times and require us to take a broad and holistic 
approach to our work that focuses on not only what we do, but also how we do it.  

Ecology’s strategic goals are to: 

1. Support and engage our communities, customers, and employees.
2. Reduce and prepare for climate impacts.
3. Prevent and reduce waste, toxic threats, and pollution.
4. Protect and manage our state’s waters.

Our agency’s deep commitment to environmental justice is tied to each of our strategic goals 
and guides the way we work to accomplish those goals. 

Ecology’s $629,000 operating budget request for the 2027-29 biennium acknowledges the 
significant financial challenges facing the state and includes several cost-saving options to help 
address them. Our request is supported primarily by dedicated environmental funds and direct 
charges to customers for services provided and is limited to a focused set of decision packages 
needed to: 
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• Maintain effective implementation of enacted climate policies that reduce carbon 
pollution and support achievement of the state’s greenhouse gas emission limits. 

• Fulfill our obligations for the cleanup of Hanford and accelerate the cleanup of other 
contaminated sites in communities across Washington. 

• Reduce Ecology’s reliance on the state general fund. 
• Support request legislation proposed for the 2027 legislative session. 
• Continue providing grants to communities across the state to increase public 

understanding and involvement in contaminated site cleanup and waste management 
practices. 

• Align compensation for Washington Conservation Corps members with the state 
minimum wage. 

The following summarizes Ecology’s 2027-29 operating budget request. The numbers for each 
item below correspond with the numbers in the table on the previous page.  

Maintenance Level 

1. Hanford Site Technical Correction. $1,978,000. Ecology’s Nuclear Waste Program requires 
additional spending authority to fully support the staff needed for state oversight of Hanford 
cleanup. Current appropriation levels in the Radioactive Mixed Waste Account do not match 
authorized FTEs, limiting hiring and slowing critical permitting and compliance activities 
essential to meeting federal cleanup obligations. Increasing the appropriation to match 
staffing authority will ensure Ecology can meet its legal responsibilities and maintain 
progress at the Hanford Site. (Radioactive Mixed Waste Account) 

2. WCC Member Wages & Benefits. $579,000. The Washington Conservation Corps (WCC) 
provides essential hands-on environmental service opportunities for young adults and 
veterans while supporting restoration and recreation projects across the state. To maintain 
program accessibility and alignment with the state minimum wage, Ecology requests an 
adjustment to member living allowances. This funding will allow Ecology to continue 
supporting 389 members and staff through a cost-share model where partners fund 75% of 
program costs and Ecology provides a 25% match through AmeriCorps grants and state 
appropriation. (Model Toxics Control Operating Account, General Fund-Federal, General 
Fund-Private/Local) 

3. Public Participation Grants. $462,000. Ecology’s Public Participation Grant program enables 
individuals and nonprofit organizations to deliver community education and outreach on 
contaminated site cleanup, recycling, and waste management. This maintenance-level 
request will ensure grant funding remains aligned with the statutory requirement to allocate 
1% of Hazardous Substance Tax revenue under RCW 82.21.030 to these grants. Related to 
implementing the Puget Sound Action Agenda. (Model Toxics Control Operating Account) 

4. Cost Savings Options – Reduction. ($6,745,000). In response to Office of Financial 
Management (OFM) direction for the 2027–29 biennium, Ecology evaluated its programs to 
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identify sustainable cost-saving measures that preserve core environmental services while 
supporting statewide fiscal needs. Given the significant shortfalls projected in the state’s 
operating and transportation budgets next biennium, this package includes options that will 
generate ongoing savings and additional revenue for the state’s general fund and several 
dedicated accounts, beginning July 1, 2027. (Multiple Funds) 

Policy Level  

Reduce and Prepare for Climate Impacts 

5. Achieving Statutory Decarbonization. $2,836,000, 2.9 FTEs. Washington’s climate programs 
continue to expand as new legislative requirements and long-term implementation needs 
evolve. Sustained funding is necessary to maintain the systems, staffing, and market 
infrastructure required to operate the Cap-and-Invest Program and ensure the state meets 
its statutory greenhouse gas limits. This request will provide the resources needed for 
Ecology to fulfill ongoing legislative responsibilities and support continued progress toward 
Washington’s 2050 net-zero emissions goal. (Climate Commitment Act Operating Account, 
Air Pollution Control Account, Clean Fuels Program Account) 

6. Landfill Methane Fees Expenditure Authority. $400,000, 1.2 FTEs.  Ecology requests 
spending authority for fees that will be collected from municipal solid waste landfills under 
the landfill methane law (Chapter 70A.540 RCW). The Legislature authorized Ecology and 
local air agencies to charge these fees to fund program implementation, and a 2026 
amendment (SB 6151) directed Ecology’s fees to the Air Pollution Control Account. Ecology 
is developing a rule to establish the fee collection process, and this request will allow us to 
spend the fees once collection begins. Related to implementing the Puget Sound Action 
Agenda and broadly implementing the Governor’s Salmon Strategy. (Air Pollution Control 
Account) 

Prevent and Reduce Waste, Toxic Threats, and Pollution  

7. Modernizing Hazardous Waste Fees. $677,000, 2.0 FTEs. Washington’s current hazardous 
waste fee structure creates inequities and limits incentives for businesses to reduce waste 
and toxics. Some facilities pay disproportionately high fees, while others—including sites 
that treat, store, or dispose of dangerous waste—may pay none, leaving Ecology to rely on 
other funding sources to support essential pollution-prevention work. Updating the fee 
structure will create a fair, transparent system and establish stable, long-term funding for 
pollution prevention and toxic reduction programs. Related to implementing the Puget 
Sound Action Agenda. (Hazardous Waste Assistance Account) 

8. Expedited Voluntary Cleanup Program. $442,000, 1.2 FTEs. The current staffing model for 
Ecology’s Expedited Voluntary Cleanup Program is no longer sufficient to meet workload 
demands or long-term program obligations. Rising personnel and review costs exceed 
existing spending authority, and reliance on a single staff member limits continuity, 
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cross-training, and overall program resilience. With adequate fund balance available, this 
request will add necessary support to strengthen operational stability, improve 
responsiveness, and ensure consistent customer-focused service delivery. Related to 
implementing the Puget Sound Action Agenda. (Voluntary Cleanup Account) 

Protect and Manage Our State Waters 

9. Well Construction and Licensing. ($1,454,000) General Fund-State/$1,454,000 
Reclamation Revolving Account. Ecology partners with counties to regulate and inspect well 
construction and decommissioning under Chapter 18.104 RCW. This request, paired with 
agency request legislation, will update the fee structure so it fully recovers the cost of 
statewide well-drilling oversight. As fees are increased to reflect actual program costs, 
funding for current staff will shift from the General Fund-State to the Reclamation Revolving 
Account, ensuring long-term program sustainability. (General Fund-State, Reclamation 
Revolving Account)
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SBCA 2 MTCA 3 CCA 4 Other Total
Reduce and Prepare for Climate Impacts 1

1 Air Quality in Overburdened Communities Grant Program 14,000        14,000          
2 Landfill Methane Emissions Reduction Grant Program 15,000        15,000          
3 Reducing Diesel Greenhouse Gases and Toxic Emissions 21,500        21,500          

Prevent and Reduce Waste, Toxic Threats, and Pollution 1

4 Protect Investments in Cleanup Remedies 15,400        15,400          
5 Remedial Action Grant Program 107,512      107,512        
6 Eastern Washington Clean Sites Initiative 3,950          3,950            
7 Cleanup Grants Supporting Affordable Housing 5,396          5,396            
8 Swift Creek Natural Asbestos Flood Control and Cleanup 3,973          3,973            
9 Product Replacement Program 6,500          6,500            
10 Reducing Toxic Wood Stove Emissions 4,236          4,236            
11 Clean Up Toxic Sites – Puget Sound Initiative 2,350          2,350            
12 Waste Tire Removal Account Expenditure Authority 1,200          1,200            
13 Cleanup Settlement Account Request 8,386          8,386            

14 Water Pollution Control Revolving Program 360,000      360,000        
15 Deschutes Estuary Restoration Project 78,288        19,900        98,188          
16 Centennial Clean Water Program 80,000        80,000          
17 Floodplains by Design 90,400        90,400          
18 Nooksack Integrated Floodplain Management 20,500        20,500          
19 Stormwater Financial Assistance Program 80,000        80,000          
20 Drought Preparedness Water Supply and Security 2,218          2,218            
21 Chehalis Basin Strategy 75,000        75,000          
22 Columbia River Water Supply Development Program 32,320        21,053        53,373          
23 Yakima River Basin Water Supply 50,717        50,717          
24 Puget Sound Nutrient Reduction Grant Program 30,000        30,000          
25 Streamflow Restoration Program 40,000        40,000          
26 State Match – Water Pollution Control Revolving Program 12,000        12,000          
27 Sunnyside Valley Irrigation District Water Conservation 1,107          1,107            
28 Stormwater Community-Based Public-Private Partnerships (CBP3) Implementation 25,000        25,000          
29 Freshwater Algae Grant Program 623             623               
30 Freshwater Aquatic Invasive Plants Grant Program 1,450          1,450            
31 Coastal Wetlands Conservation Federal Funds 10,000        10,000          
Facility Related
32 Zosel Dam Preservation Completion 3,817          3,817            
33 Lacey Headquarters Elevator Replacement 2,849          2,849            
34 Lacey EV Infrastructure 4,100          4,100            
35 Padilla Bay Facility Improvements 2,517          2,517            
36 Minor Works Preservation 1,500          1,500            

479,306      271,844      29,000        474,612      1,254,762     

2027-29 Biennium Capital Budget Request
9/14/2026

9/14/2026  $ in thousands

Total Capital Budget 

Protect and Manage Our State's Waters 1

SBCA 2 MTCA 3 CCA 4 Other Total
Reduce and Prepare for Climate Impacts 1

1 Zero Emission School Bus Program (reappropriation) 9,600          22,400        32,000          
-                  9,600          22,400        -                  32,000          

Notes:

2 State Building Construction Account (057-1). 

1 Goal in the Department of Ecology's 2025-30 Strategic Plan (https://ecology.wa.gov/about-us/who-we-are/strategic-plan/2025-30-strategic-plan).

3 Model Toxics Control Capital Account (23N-1), Model Toxics Control Stormwater Account (23R-1) .
4 Climate Commitment Act Capital Account (30Q-1), Air Quality and Health Disparities Improvement Account (26E-1), Climate Commitment Act Transportation Account (26A-1).

2027-29 Biennium Transportation Budget Request
9/14/2026

9/14/2026  $ in thousands

Total Transportation Budget 

Capital 

Transportation 
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Protecting the Environment | Ensuring Public Health | Supporting Economic 
Growth & Jobs 

As the state’s lead environmental agency, Ecology’s mission is to protect and preserve the 
environment for current and future generations. Our vision is for our partnerships to protect 
and sustain healthy land, air, water, and climate in harmony with a strong economy. We’re 
tackling challenges that are unique to our times and require us to take a broad and holistic 
approach to our work that focuses on not only what we do, but also how we do it.  

Ecology’s strategic goals are to: 

1. Support and engage our communities, customers, and employees. 
2. Reduce and prepare for climate impacts. 
3. Prevent and reduce waste, toxic threats, and pollution. 
4. Protect and manage our state’s waters. 

Our agency’s deep commitment to environmental justice is tied to each of our strategic goals 
and guides the way we work to accomplish those goals. 

Ecology’s $1.25 billion capital budget request for the 2027-29 biennium acknowledges the 
significant financial challenges currently facing the state and continuing uncertainty around 
federal funding. These investments will provide economic and public health benefits to our 
state by creating over 3,300 private sector jobs per year during the next four years (based on 
OFM’s estimates) and passing through over a billion dollars in new project funding to local 
communities and Tribes. This request is supported primarily by dedicated environmental funds 
or state bonds for projects that: 

• Promote local economic development through cleaning up contaminated sites for 
redevelopment. 

• Improve water quality and protect salmon.  
• Reduce air pollution and greenhouse gas emissions in our state.  
• Deliver water for fish, farms, and people.  
• Address local environmental and public health priorities.  
• Protect, restore, and enhance state-owned facilities.  
• Create jobs. 

Ecology’s budget submittal also includes a transportation budget request to reappropriate the 
remaining funds for the Zero Emission School Bus Grant Program so school bus owners who 
have received grant awards have enough time to receive their buses, complete testing, and 
place them into service in the 2027-29 biennium. 
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The following summarizes Ecology’s capital and transportation budget requests for the 2027-29 
biennium. The numbers for each item below correspond with the numbers in the tables on page 
5. 

Capital Budget 

Reduce and Prepare for Climate Impacts 

1. Air Quality in Overburdened Communities Grant Program. $14,000,000. This request will 
continue a highly effective and oversubscribed grant program that supports local 
organizations and Tribes in reducing criteria air pollution in communities facing 
disproportionate environmental and health burdens. Initial grants launched in 2024 
demonstrated strong demand and clear public-health benefits, and partners consistently 
emphasize the need for sustained funding. Continued investment will help improve air 
quality and protect public health in Washington’s most impacted communities. Related to 
implementing the Puget Sound Action Agenda. (Air Quality and Health Disparities 
Improvement Account) 

2. Landfill Methane Emissions Reduction Grant Program. $15,000,000. To help Washington 
meet its 2050 greenhouse gas reduction goals, the Legislature enacted the Landfills–
Methane Emissions Law in 2022, requiring municipal solid waste landfills to reduce methane 
emissions. The 2023-25 capital budget directed Ecology to establish a grant program to 
support landfills with planning, monitoring equipment, gas-collection upgrades, and 
emissions-control system installation. Continued funding will allow landfills—many located 
near overburdened communities—to meet statutory requirements, cut methane emissions, 
and protect nearby residents from harmful air pollution. Related to implementing the Puget 
Sound Action Agenda and broadly implementing the Governor’s Salmon Strategy. (Climate 
Commitment Act Capital Account) 

3. Reducing Diesel Greenhouse Gases and Toxic Emissions. $21,500,000. Diesel emissions 
remain Washington’s largest source of airborne cancer risk, and transportation continues to 
produce more than 40% of statewide greenhouse gas emissions. To directly improve public 
health and reduce diesel pollution, the Legislature established RCW 70A.15.4200, directing 
Ecology to administer a zero-emission school bus grant program. This request will fund 
projects that reduce toxic diesel and greenhouse gas emissions statewide by replacing 
fossil-fueled school buses with zero-emission models, expanding charging infrastructure, 
supporting additional diesel-reduction initiatives, and providing related vocational training. 
Ecology will prioritize replacing the oldest diesel buses and advancing projects that benefit 
vulnerable and overburdened communities. Related to implementing the Puget Sound 
Action Agenda and broadly implementing the Governor’s Salmon Strategy. (Model Toxics 
Control Capital Account) 
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Prevent and Reduce Waste, Toxic Threats, and Pollution  

4. Protect Investments in Cleanup Remedies. $15,400,000. Washington shares responsibility 
for cleanup costs at federal Superfund sites, including a required 10% match for construction 
and full funding for long-term operation and maintenance when the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency leads the cleanup. When a site is abandoned or a responsible party goes 
bankrupt, the state must assume full cleanup costs to prevent remedy failure and protect 
human health and the environment. This request will fulfill the state’s legal obligations at 
five Superfund sites, ensuring long-term protection of public investments and preventing 
renewed risks to communities and natural resources. Related to implementing the Puget 
Sound Action Agenda. (Model Toxics Control Capital Account) 

5. Remedial Action Grant Program. $107,512,000. Ecology’s Remedial Action Grant program 
provides essential support to local governments working to clean up contaminated sites that 
affect Washington’s air, land, and water resources, including continued cleanup within the 
Puget Sound Basin. This request will fund ready-to-proceed pass-through grants for the 
2027-29 biennium, protecting public and environmental health, creating jobs, supporting 
economic redevelopment of contaminated properties, and leveraging local matching funds. 
Related to implementing the Puget Sound Action Agenda. (Model Toxics Control Capital 
Account) 

6. Eastern Washington Clean Sites Initiative. $3,950,000. Properties in Eastern Washington 
remain contaminated with hazardous waste and lack responsible parties willing or able to 
complete site investigation and cleanup. Without action, these sites pose ongoing risks to 
public health, groundwater, fish and wildlife, and local community wellbeing. Continued 
funding for this initiative will support cleanup of abandoned or neglected sites, protect 
human and environmental health, create jobs, and promote economic redevelopment. This 
investment will also advance a statewide cleanup program by ensuring resources reach 
areas outside the Puget Sound Basin and Western Washington. (Model Toxics Control 
Capital Account) 

7. Cleanup Grants Supporting Affordable Housing. $5,396,000. Washington faces a significant 
affordable-housing shortage, with long-term projections showing the need for more than 
one million new homes over the next 20 years, and nearly half of those need to be 
affordable to households earning less than 50% of median income. Contamination, or the 
perception of contamination, often makes land prohibitively expensive to develop for 
housing, which limits community access to buildable property. This request will fund 
cleanup of contaminated sites owned by nonprofits or local governments where the land 
will be used for affordable housing, helping communities create safe, high-quality homes 
while expanding the benefits of contaminated-site redevelopment beyond traditional 
commercial or industrial uses. Related to implementing the Puget Sound Action Agenda. 
(Model Toxics Control Capital Account) 
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8. Swift Creek Natural Asbestos Flood Control and Cleanup. $3,973,000. For more than 80 
years, a slow-moving landslide on Sumas Mountain has carried asbestos- and 
metal-contaminated debris into Swift Creek, creating chronic flooding and significant 
sediment buildup that affects nearby communities and agricultural lands. Since the 2017-19 
biennium, through Ecology, the Legislature has invested $16.4 million to support the state’s 
commitment to Whatcom County to address this longstanding public-safety and 
environmental threat. This request will fund essential in-stream sediment management 
work—including construction of sediment traps and basins—to reduce flood risk and 
capture additional contaminated material. (State Building Construction Account) 

9. Product Replacement Program. $6,500,000. Many small businesses and local 
organizations—including nonprofits, schools, and public agencies—use toxic chemicals but 
often lack the pollution-prevention expertise available to larger corporations. Ecology’s 
Product Replacement Program addresses this gap by providing financial and technical 
assistance through local partners to support safer business practices. This request will 
continue that support by funding technology and infrastructure upgrades, on-site education, 
disposal projects, and adoption of safer alternatives that reduce toxic exposures and 
environmental risks. Related to implementing the Puget Sound Action Agenda. (Model 
Toxics Control Capital Account) 

10. Reducing Toxic Wood Stove Emissions. $4,236,000. Smoke from residential wood burning is 
Washington’s largest wintertime source of fine particulate pollution (PM2.5), contributing to 
heart and lung disease, respiratory illness, and premature death. Ecology’s program 
addresses these risks by funding recycling and replacement of high-polluting, uncertified 
wood-burning home-heating devices with cleaner alternatives, prioritizing communities at 
greatest risk of violating federal air-quality standards and those in overburdened areas. This 
request will support grants that reduce harmful wood-smoke emissions, help prevent 
air-quality violations, and protect vulnerable populations. Related to implementing the 
Puget Sound Action Agenda and broadly implementing the Governor’s Salmon Strategy. 
(Model Toxics Control Capital Account) 

11. Clean Up Toxic Sites – Puget Sound Initiative. $2,350,000. Contaminated sites along the 
Puget Sound shoreline and throughout the basin remain a major source of pollution, and 
Ecology’s work demonstrates that toxic-site cleanup and habitat restoration often advance 
together. This request will support projects that integrate shoreline remediation with habitat 
restoration, which will protect people and the environment, create jobs, strengthen local 
economies, and rebuild a healthier food chain in Puget Sound—from forage fish to salmon 
and, ultimately, Southern Resident orcas. Related to implementing the Puget Sound Action 
Agenda and directly implementing the Governor’s Salmon Strategy. (Model Toxics Control 
Capital Account) 



  
2027-29 Budget Request – Capital & Transportation 

 Page 10 of 17 September 2026 

12. Waste Tire Removal Account Expenditure Authority. $1,200,000. Washington’s Waste Tire 
Removal Program provides a comprehensive framework for reducing the environmental and 
public-health risks associated with discarded tires through tire-pile cleanups, periodic 
pickups, amnesty events, and oversight of tire transport and storage to prevent illegal 
dumping. This request will continue funding needed to remove existing tire piles and 
support statewide efforts that prevent new tire accumulation, protecting communities and 
local environments. Related to broadly implementing the Governor’s Salmon Strategy. 
(Waste Tire Removal Account) 

13. Cleanup Settlement Account Request. $8,386,000. The Cleanup Settlement Account (CSA), 
established in 2008, holds funds from settlements and court orders associated with 
toxic-site cleanups, including cases involving bankruptcy, limited ability to pay, or natural 
resource damages. These funds must be used for specific cleanup activities or to address 
related environmental resource injuries. Ecology requests appropriation from the CSA to 
support cleanup work at one toxic site formerly operated by ASARCO to ensure responsible 
use of settlement funds and continued progress on site remediation. Related to 
implementing the Puget Sound Action Agenda. (Cleanup Settlement Account) 

Protect and Manage Our State Waters 

14. Water Pollution Control Revolving Program. $360,000,000. Congress created the Clean 
Water State Revolving Fund under the Clean Water Act to support state-run, low-interest 
loan programs for high-priority water-quality projects. Washington established the Water 
Pollution Control Revolving Account to provide these loans to local governments, Tribes, and 
special purpose districts across the state. This request will continue funding needed for 
Ecology to administer and deliver essential financing that supports wastewater 
infrastructure, water-quality improvements, and community compliance with federal and 
state requirements. Related to implementing the Puget Sound Action Agenda and broadly 
implementing the Governor’s Salmon Strategy. (Water Pollution Control Revolving Account) 

15. Deschutes Estuary Restoration Project. $98,188,000. Ecology is leading a collaborative, 
multi-benefit restoration effort of statewide significance that is essential to the health of the 
broader Puget Sound ecosystem. This project—identified as a key commitment in the 2026-
2030 Puget Sound Action Agenda—will remove a dam and fish-passage barrier, resolve 
chronic water-quality violations, restore 260 acres of salmon habitat, and address persistent 
flooding and transportation-safety challenges. The Legislature directed Ecology to complete 
final design and permitting by June 30, 2027, and approximately $37 million in state and 
federal funding has already advanced the project to construction readiness for the next 
biennium. This request will initiate construction, with completion expected by the end of 
fiscal year 2034. Related to implementing the Puget Sound Action Agenda and directly 
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implementing the Governor’s Salmon Strategy. (State Building Construction Account, 
General Fund-Federal) 

16. Centennial Clean Water Program. $80,000,000. The Centennial Clean Water Program 
provides grants to public entities to construct water-pollution control facilities and 
implement nonpoint-source pollution-prevention projects, with a focus on supporting small, 
rural, and low-income communities. Through Ecology’s Water Quality Combined Financial 
Assistance Program, projects are scored and ranked based on water-quality benefits and 
readiness, then matched with funding packages assembled from multiple grant and loan 
sources. This request will enable continued investment in high-priority water-quality 
projects essential to reducing pollution and protecting Washington’s marine waters, 
estuaries, lakes, rivers, and groundwater. Related to implementing the Puget Sound Action 
Agenda and broadly implementing the Governor’s Salmon Strategy. (State Building 
Construction Account) 

17. Floodplains by Design. $90,400,000. Flooding—particularly from extreme weather—is one 
of Washington’s most frequent and costly natural hazards, causing more than $2 billion in 
damage between 1980 and 2024, and another $182 million from the December 2025 events 
that affected 16 counties. Historically, flood-risk reduction and ecosystem restoration were 
often pursued separately. Ecology’s nationally recognized Floodplains by Design program 
integrates these efforts, reducing flood hazards while improving salmon recovery, restoring 
habitat, protecting agricultural lands, and strengthening community resilience. This request 
will continue investments in projects that deliver these combined flood-risk and ecological 
benefits across the state. Related to implementing the Puget Sound Action Agenda and 
directly implementing the Governor’s Salmon Strategy. (State Building Construction 
Account) 

18. Nooksack Integrated Floodplain Management. $20,500,000. Over the past six years, 
communities in the northwest Nooksack and Sumas river basins have endured three 
federally declared major floods. Many residents and businesses are still recovering from the 
severe 2021 event, and the historic December 2025 flood caused additional hundreds of 
millions of dollars in damage across Washington and British Columbia. These repeated 
disasters have intensified long-standing regional challenges in flood resilience. This has 
prompted local governments, Tribes, Ecology, and other partners to develop long-term 
strategies to reduce flood damage, restore salmon habitat, and strengthen community 
resilience. This request will provide the capital investments needed to implement these 
projects. Related to implementing the Puget Sound Action Agenda and directly 
implementing the Governor’s Salmon Strategy. (State Building Construction Account) 

19. Stormwater Financial Assistance Program. $80,000,000. The Stormwater Financial 
Assistance Program provides grants to local governments for stormwater retrofit projects 
that treat polluted runoff in priority areas. Using an integrated competitive process, the 
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program identifies projects that deliver strong water-quality benefits and address pollution 
problems from existing urban development. This request will fund local government work to 
reduce toxics and other pollutants entering Washington’s waterways, helping protect marine 
waters, estuaries, lakes, rivers, and groundwater resources statewide. Related to 
implementing the Puget Sound Action Agenda and directly implementing the Governor’s 
Salmon Strategy. (Model Toxics Control Stormwater Account) 

20. Drought Preparedness Water Supply and Security. $2,218,000. Washington continues to 
experience significant impacts to snowpack, water-supply reliability, and infrastructure as 
climate change drives more frequent droughts and temperature extremes. Ecology’s 
Drought Preparedness grant program helps communities and agricultural users stabilize 
access to water before emergencies occur. This request will allow Ecology to continue 
supporting local and Tribal governments in developing infrastructure projects that 
strengthen drought resilience and statewide water security in anticipation of future drought 
conditions. Related to directly implementing the Governor’s Salmon Strategy and the State 
Climate Strategy. (State Building Construction Account) 

21. Chehalis Basin Strategy. $75,000,000. The Chehalis River Basin has experienced five of the 
largest recorded floods in the past 30 years, damaging homes and businesses and degrading 
habitat for salmon and other aquatic species. Climate change is increasing flood severity and 
complicating habitat restoration, putting thousands of homes at risk, threatening more 
frequent closures of Interstate 5, creating the potential for up to $3.5 billion in damage, and 
risking the basin’s spring-run Chinook populations. This request will continue 
implementation of the Chehalis Basin Strategy to reduce flood-related damage and restore 
aquatic species. Related to directly implementing the Governor’s Salmon Strategy. (State 
Building Construction Account) 

22. Columbia River Water Supply Development Program. $53,373,000. This request will 
continue implementation of the Columbia River Basin Water Supply Development Program, 
supporting projects in multiple stages of completion and providing the Office of Columbia 
River with resources needed to make substantial progress during the 2027-29 biennium. 
Funding will expand alternatives to groundwater for agricultural users in the Odessa Subarea 
aquifer; deliver new water supplies for pending water-right applications; develop 
uninterruptible water sources for users subject to curtailment during drought or low-flow 
conditions; and increase municipal, domestic, industrial, and irrigation water throughout the 
basin. Approximately one-third of new supplies will be placed instream to support fish, 
wildlife, and recreation. This request will directly support the Governor’s Salmon Strategy by 
enabling projects that may include fish passage and habitat improvements. Related to 
implementing Washington’s Climate Resilience Strategy. (State Building Construction 
Account, Columbia River Basin Water Supply Development Account) 
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23. Yakima River Basin Water Supply. $50,717,000. Current water-resources infrastructure, 
programs, and policies in the Yakima River Basin are insufficient to meet environmental and 
economic needs, including supporting aquatic resources, fish and wildlife habitat, dry-year 
irrigation, and municipal water supplies. In response, local stakeholders developed the 
Yakima River Basin Integrated Water Resources Management Plan to provide long-term, 
comprehensive water-supply and habitat solutions. This request will allow the Office of 
Columbia River to continue leading implementation of the Plan and support projects in 
collaboration with the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation and local partners. Related to directly 
implementing the Governor’s Salmon Strategy. (State Building Construction Account) 

24. Puget Sound Nutrient Reduction Grant Program. $30,000,000. Human-caused excess 
nutrients degrade Puget Sound’s water quality, disrupt the food chain, and harm salmon and 
orca populations. Ecology is issuing nutrient-reduction requirements for wastewater 
treatment facilities through individual permits, and meeting these requirements poses 
significant costs for communities. Earlier phases of this grant program supported 
optimization, monitoring, and planning. This request will fund the third phase, primarily 
assisting communities as they begin major planning, design, and construction efforts 
needed to comply with nutrient-reduction requirements. Related to implementing the 
Puget Sound Action Agenda and directly implementing the Governor’s Salmon Strategy. 
(State Building Construction Account) 

25. Streamflow Restoration Program. $40,000,000. The Streamflow Restoration Program was 
created by Chapter 90.94 RCW (enacted in 2018), which authorized $300 million in bonds 
over 15 years to support local watershed planning and projects that improve instream flows 
statewide. This request will allow Ecology to deliver additional water supplies that enhance 
instream flows for fish and wildlife, advancing ongoing watershed-restoration commitments. 
Related to implementing the Puget Sound Action Agenda and directly implementing the 
Governor’s Salmon Strategy. (Watershed Restoration and Enhancement Bond Account) 

26. State Match - Water Pollution Control Revolving Program. $12,000,000. Congress 
established the Clean Water State Revolving Fund to support state-run, low-interest loan 
programs for critical water-quality projects, and Washington created the Water Pollution 
Control Revolving Account to deliver these loans to local governments, Tribes, and special 
purpose districts. Ecology is requesting appropriation for the required state match to an 
anticipated $60 million in federal capitalization, ensuring continued access to this essential 
federal-state partnership and enabling communities to advance high-priority water-quality 
improvements statewide. Related to implementing the Puget Sound Action Agenda and 
broadly implementing the Governor’s Salmon Strategy. (State Taxable Building Construction 
Account) 

27. Sunnyside Valley Irrigation District Water Conservation. $1,107,000. The U.S. Bureau of 
Reclamation manages conservation improvements required by the Sunnyside Division Water 
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Rights Settlement Agreement under the Yakima Basin Water Rights Adjudication, with 
projects authorized by the 1994 Yakima River Basin Water Enhancement Project (YRBWEP) 
legislation and implemented over multiple years. Ecology requests funding to provide the 
required 17.5% state match for construction phases anticipated over the next three biennia. 
The Sunnyside Valley Irrigation District Phase 2 project is estimated at $80 million, with 
Ecology’s share totaling $14 million over an 11-to 15-year period that began in 2010. This 
request will support completion of Phase IIF construction and initiate Phase IIG construction 
for the state's portion of YRBWEP. Related to directly implementing the Governor’s Salmon 
Strategy. (State Building Construction Account) 

28. Stormwater Community-Based Public-Private Partnerships (CBP3) Implementation. 
$25,000,000. Stormwater runoff is the largest carrier of toxic chemicals and pollutants from 
urban areas and roadways into surface and groundwater, harming water quality, human 
health, and aquatic life – including salmon. Installing and maintaining stormwater treatment 
facilities is costly, and under-resourced communities often face the greatest challenges. 
Community-Based Public-Private Partnerships (CBP3s) help local governments accelerate 
delivery of stormwater projects, address environmental justice concerns, and generate 
co-benefits such as jobs, green spaces, and community recreation. This request will support 
implementation of CBP3s to expand local capacity and strengthen stormwater management 
across Washington. Related to implementing the Puget Sound Action Agenda and directly 
implementing the Governor’s Salmon Strategy. (Model Toxics Control Stormwater Account) 

29. Freshwater Algae Grant Program. $623,000. The Freshwater Algae Grant Program provides 
financial and technical assistance to local and state governments, Tribes, and special 
purpose districts to prevent and control harmful cyanobacteria blooms that threaten 
people, pets, livestock, wildlife, and water resources. The program includes public 
education, technical support, toxicity testing, and pass-through grants funded by an annual 
$1 fee on boat licenses. This request will continue Ecology’s ability to assist communities 
statewide in addressing toxic freshwater algae blooms. Related to implementing the Puget 
Sound Action Agenda. (Aquatic Algae Control Account) 

30. Freshwater Aquatic Invasive Plants Grant Program. $1,450,000. The Freshwater Aquatic 
Invasive Plants Grant Program provides financial and technical assistance to local and state 
governments, Tribes, and special purpose districts to reduce the spread of freshwater 
invasive plants and manage the problems they create. Funded by a $3 fee on annual 
boat-trailer registrations, the program supports treatment of affected lakes; helps reduce 
impacts on local waterways; and sustains public education, technical assistance, and grants. 
This request will continue Ecology’s funding authority to assist communities statewide in 
managing invasive freshwater plants. Related to implementing the Puget Sound Action 
Agenda. (Freshwater Aquatic Weeds Account) 
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31. Coastal Wetlands Conservation Federal Funds. $10,000,000. The National Coastal Wetlands 
Conservation Grant Program, administered by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, provides 
federal financing to protect estuarine and coastal areas with high ecological, recreational, 
and conservation value. Washington’s coastal areas support numerous threatened species 
and essential fish and wildlife resources. Ecology administers these federal pass-through 
grants for state agencies, local and Tribal governments, land trusts, and other public-benefit 
nonprofits. This request will provide federal appropriation authority for the 2027-29 
biennium, should additional federal grant funding become available. Related to 
implementing the Puget Sound Action Agenda and directly implementing the Governor’s 
Salmon Strategy. (General Fund-Federal) 

Facility Related 

32. Zosel Dam Preservation Completion. $3,817,000. Zosel Dam is a state-owned international 
water-control structure that regulates Osoyoos Lake under the 1909 Boundary Waters 
Treaty with Canada. The Legislature invested more than $5.5 million in the 2023–25 
biennium to preserve and upgrade the facility; however, higher-than-anticipated costs 
during final design and construction required deferring replacement of outdated control 
gates. This request will complete the final gate-modernization phase by replacing four 
control gates, rehabilitating the gate slot system, installing two gate-heating systems, and 
enhancing corrosion protection—ensuring the state’s prior investment is protected and 
reliable dam operations continue for treaty obligations, irrigation, flood management, 
recreation, public safety, and environmental resources. (State Building Construction 
Account) 

33. Lacey Headquarters Elevator Replacement. $2,849,000. Ecology requests funding to 
complete the final phase of critical elevator replacement at the state-owned Lacey 
Headquarters Building. This phase will replace the remaining three hydraulic passenger 
elevators and one hydraulic freight elevator, along with obsolete control systems, 
equipment, drives, doors, and fixtures. The project will incorporate current safety and 
accessibility standards, improve reliability, reduce maintenance costs, and provide 25 to 30 
years of additional service—preserving a key state asset that supports multiple state and 
federal agencies. (State Building Construction Account) 

34. Lacey EV Infrastructure. $4,100,000. Ecology requests funding to construct electric-vehicle 
charging infrastructure at its Lacey Headquarters Building, supporting the phased 
conversion of approximately 167 Ecology and Washington State Parks fleet vehicles. This 
project will build on prior architectural and engineering design work and a $1 million 
Department of Enterprise Services grant that installed the primary raceway. This request will 
fund long-lead electrical transformers and installation of prioritized distribution and 
charging equipment, advancing a system of 48 dual-head Level 2 chargers and six dual-head 



  
2027-29 Budget Request – Capital & Transportation 

 Page 16 of 17 September 2026 

fast chargers to support fleet electrification over the next two biennia. (State Building 
Construction Account) 

35. Padilla Bay Facility Improvements. $2,517,000. Padilla Bay National Estuarine Research 
Reserve serves thousands of visitors, educators, and researchers each year, but its public 
facilities are aging and increasingly vulnerable to erosion, flooding, and failing HVAC and 
elevator systems. These conditions threaten safe public access, increase operating costs, and 
hinder essential educational and research programs. Routine maintenance is no longer 
sufficient. This request will invest in critical infrastructure upgrades that will restore safe 
access; protect facilities from further damage; ensure reliable operations; and support 
continued education, research, and community use of the Reserve. Related to implementing 
the Puget Sound Action Agenda. (State Building Construction Account) 

36. Minor Works Preservation. $1,500,000. Ecology’s facilities require regular preservation to 
protect state assets, maintain reliable operations, and prevent more costly repairs in the 
future. This request will fund a prioritized package of Minor Works projects at the Lacey 
Headquarters Building, Padilla Bay National Estuarine Research Reserve, and Zosel Dam, 
including roof repairs, building-envelope improvements, electrical-infrastructure upgrades, 
site improvements, accessibility enhancements, security system updates, and other critical 
facility needs. Completing these projects will extend facility life, improve safety and 
reliability, reduce deferred maintenance, and support continued delivery of public services 
while lowering long-term ownership costs. (State Building Construction Account) 

Transportation Budget 

Reduce and Prepare for Climate Impacts 

1. Zero Emission School Bus Program. $32,000,000. The Zero Emission School Bus Program 
provides pass-through grants to Washington school districts and bus owners to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions and protect communities from diesel pollution by replacing diesel 
and other fossil-fueled school buses with zero-emission models. Ecology received initial 
funding in the 2021-23 capital budget and additional funding in the 2025-27 capital and 
transportation budgets. While Ecology expects to obligate all available funds before the end 
of 2025-27, zero-emission buses generally require about 12 months for manufacturing and 
delivery, leaving some grant funds unspent at the start of the 2027-29 biennium. Ecology 
requests reappropriation of these remaining funds to ensure bus owners who have already 
received grant awards have sufficient time to receive their buses, complete testing, and 
place them into service. Related to implementing the Puget Sound Action Agenda and 
broadly implementing the Governor’s Salmon Strategy. (Model Toxics Control Capital 
Account, Climate Commitment Act Transportation Account) 
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To request an ADA accommodation, contact us by phone at 564-200-3541, email at 
Chrystal.Witham@ecy.wa.gov, or visit https://ecology.wa.gov/ADA. For Relay Service or TTY call 
711 or 877- 833-6341.  

mailto:Chrystal.Witham@ecy.wa.gov
https://ecology.wa.gov/ADA
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