CR-101 (June 2004)
PREPROPOSAL STATEMENT OF INQUIRY (Implements RCW 34.05.310)

Do NOT use for expedited rule making

Agency: Department of Ecology AO #16-14

Subject of possible rule making: The Department of Ecology is beginning a rulemaking to amend Chapter 173-03
WAC Public Records. The purpose of this chapter is to implement the requirements of the Public Records Act
including the process the agency uses for disclosing records. This update will modernize the rule to reflect current
law, technology, and processes.

Statutes authorizing the agency to adopt rules on this subject: RCW 42.56.100 Public Records Act — Protection of public
records — Public Access.

Reasons why rules on this subject may be needed and what they might accomplish:

The rule has not been updated since 1998 and needs to reflect current law, technology, and processes. The rule also
contains outdated information about Ecology programs and staff, which will be made current.

Identify other federal and state agencies that regulate this subject and the process coordinating the rule with these agencies:
There are no other state, federal, or local agencies that regulate public records disclosure for Ecology.

Process for developing new rule (check all that apply):

[] Negotiated rule making

] Pilot rule making

] Agency study

X other: Ecology will follow the standard process for the adoption of rules under the Administrative
Procedure Act (Chapter 34.05 RCW).

How interested parties can participate in the decision to adopt the new rule and formulation of the proposed rule before
publication:

Interested parties can stay informed about the rulemaking and public involvement opportunities as described below:

1. Visiting the Ecology web site at: http://www.ecy.wa.gov/laws-rules/wac17303/16140v.html
2. If you wish to receive email notices, please contact the person listed below.
3. Contacting:

Linda Anderson Phone:360 407-6040

Department of Ecology E-mail: linda.anderson@ecy.wa.gov

Admin Services

Olympia, WA 98504-7600
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