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Appendix A: 

Copies of public notices & outreach materials 
 

 

 

 Press releases – English & Spanish 

 Public Involvement Calendar Entry 

 Legal notices – English & Spanish 

 Display advertisements – English & Spanish 

 Information sheet and project location map handed out at 05/17/14 Women’s 
Day Quincy event 

 Oxford Data Center Draft Air Permit Fact Sheet (publication 14-02-014) 

 Spanish version of Fact Sheet “Borrador del Permiso para Emisiones al Aire del 
Centro de Datos “Oxford” de Microsoft” (publication 14-02-014ES) 

 Spanish and English versions of Ecology’s publication “Focus on Exhaust Health 
Risks” & “Generadores de Reserva con Motor Diesel para los Centros de Datos 
en el Condado Grant” (publication number: 11-02-005; 11-02-005-ES) 

 Emails to interested parties and QUINCY-DATA-CENTERS Listserv emails 
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Appendix B: 
Copies of all written comments 

 

 06/23/14 – William Riley, Columbia Basin Environmental Council 

 07/15/14 – Patty Martin, MYTAPN 

 07/16/14 – Danna Dal Porto, MYTAPN 

 07/22/14 – Danna Dal Porto, MYTAPN 

 07/18/14 – Patty Martin, MYTAPN 

 07/25/14 – Danna Dal Porto, MYTAPN 

 07/29/14 – William Collier, Citizen 

 07/29/14 – John Raddick, Microsoft 

 07/29/14 – Patty Martin, MYTAPN 

 07/29/14 – Debbie and Mark Koehnen 
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Appendix C: 
Transcripts from July 24, 2014 Public Hearing 

 

 

 Transcript of the public hearing 

 English and Spanish versions of the public hearing agenda 
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Quincy, WA – July 24, 2014 
Ecology held a public hearing at the Quincy Community Center on July 24, 2014. Thirty-three 
members of the public attended the hearing. Four attendees testified.  
 
July 24, 2014 Oxford Data Center Draft Air Quality Permit Hearing in Quincy, Washington 
Department of Ecology  
4601 N Monroe Street 
Spokane, WA 99205-1295 
Karin Baldwin, Ecology Hearings Officer 
Transcription provided by CTS Language Link | 911 Main Street, Suite 302 | Vancouver, WA 98660  
 
Washington Department of Ecology – Public Hearing transcription for Oxford Data Center 

Draft Air Permit  

July 24, 2014 

 

Karen Baldwin: Now, I might have to flip over the tape, so if I stop you, please don't be angry. I'm 
Karen Baldwin, and I'm the hearings officer for tonight's hearing on Microsoft's Oxford Data 
Center. Let the record show it is 6:34 p.m. on July 29th, 2014. And this hearing is being held at the 
Quincy Community Center located at 115 F Street SW in Quincy, Washington. 
 
Ecology issued a news release on June 13th, 2014, and updated it on June 16th. Notice of this 
hearing was published on June 19th and July 17th in the Quincy Valley Post-Register in English 
and in Spanish, June 19th in El Mundo, a Spanish paper, June 19th and July 21st in English in the 
Columbia Basin Herald, and June 19th and July 22nd in The Wenatchee World in English. Legal 
notice of the hearing was published in the Quincy Valley Post-Register in English and Spanish on 
June 19th, 2014. The hearing was also advertised on the community center reader board in 
English and Spanish from July 18 through the 24th. In addition, information about the hearing 
was placed on the current Ecology’s online public calendar and distributed at several locations in 
Quincy, including the library, city hall, Akins market, Tacos Jalisco, and the Quincy Community 
Health Center. Ecology sent updates and reminders via email to the Quincy Data Center listserv 
made up of 111 people as well as Twitter and text alerts.  
 
It is now the formal comment period for anyone who would like to comment. I'll be calling you up 
to testify in the order in which you signed in. When I call your name, please come up to the 
microphone, state your name, the company or organization you represent, if any, your address. 
And I apologize in advance if I mispronounce your name, but feel free to correct me. Remember, 
limit comments to 10 minutes. And, audience, no extra noise. When you have 30 seconds left to 
complete your testimony, I will hold up a card. When your time is up, I will call the next person up 
to testify. We will begin with John Radick, followed by Danna Dal Porto. 
 
JOHN RADICK: I won't be testifying. 
 
Karen Baldwin: Oh, you're not going to testify? Okay. [Indistinct] sign-up sheet? Did I say July 
14th? Oh, that was the… oh, sorry.  
 
WOMAN: That's okay. 
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Karen Baldwin: Let the record show it is 6:37 p.m. on July 24th. I had the wrong date on my script. 
2014. Okay. So, Danna Dal Porto followed by Debbie Koehnen. 
 
Danna Dal Porto: My name is Danna Dal Porto. I live at 16651 Road 3 NW, Quincy, Washington, 
and I represent myself as well as the group MYTAPN, which has been involved in the data center 
construction here since, I believe, 2009. The focus of my concern is the lack of clarity in the 
permitting documents regarding the construction of the diesel engines with emission controls. I 
had to make numerous phone calls and send several emails to clarify the actual facts regarding 
the use of emission controls on the engines. I will not be satisfied with the permitting of this 
project without clarity as to the restrictions in the permit that require Microsoft to protect the 
health of my community.  
 
I was very pleased to read the Determination of Nonsignificance in December of this past year 
that all 69 emergency diesel engines, phases 1-4, would have emission controls. And I would say 
that that 69 number is in the DNS, the SEPA document, which might be the focus of some of the 
confusion. Air quality in Quincy has concerned me for several years, and having emission controls 
on these huge diesel engines was welcome news. I saw the news releases, and it says right on 
there, "installing advanced equipment to reduce air pollutants." I was really, really happy. So 
when I got the approval order on June 16th, I looked at the table for BACT, which is the best 
available control technology, and guess what? There wasn't anything there. To say I felt 
sandbagged is kind of an understatement. And so I went through there and I looked at the 
technical support document, and I saw language I had seen before, such as Ecology concludes 
that the use of DOCs is not economically feasible for this project. Other phrases like "Ecology 
agrees with the applicant that this NOX control option can be excluded" is backed. And every 
time I saw that in other documents, that meant there was no control. So on July 16th, I emailed 
Greg Fulbert, and I said, "What's going on?" And she told me to go look at the document on a 
specific page, which I did. And I looked on the TSD section 3.4.1 page 7, and I couldn't understand 
it. 
 
So here's my point. Without the actual listing of these controls on the permit itself, not in the 
technical support document or not in language that I cannot understand, I don't know what 
they're doing. Now, when I go to the Washington State Driver's License Bureau for an operational 
license to drive my car, that bureau issues me a license with specific limits. I can drive my car, but 
I must use my glasses. That's an important but necessary limit placed on my legal operation of my 
car. The Ecology air permit is issued to Oxford to operate their facility, but to run it legally, Oxford 
must have written stipulations to install specific emission controls. So then I was frustrated, and 
I'd had a meeting with John Radick from Microsoft, and Mr. Radick answered my email and said, 
"Look at Table 4." So I did. I looked at Table 4. And despite that time that I have spent reading 
these documents, I didn't understand Table 4 either. So, I want the Ecology approval order, the 
permit, to say clearly that Oxford is required to use specific emission controls on their diesel 
engines to comply with a legal operation of their data center. I want these emission controls to 
be listed, clearly named and identified. Anybody who looks at the permit should see the 
restrictions placed on the operation of that facility.  
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My written comments that I will turn in also include some grumbling about the community-wide 
evaluation of emissions. I think this has been an arbitrary number that was developed by the 
toxicologist Gary Palcisco and refuses to really -- it hasn't been adopted by Ecology, it's not gone 
through peer review. And so when they talk about community-wide, I have an issue with it. I'm 
also kind of confused about why this was a second tier review and not a third tier review. I also 
have some other questions about -- I would like to have a better map that shows the whole valley 
and where the extension of these emission plumes go, and how much of our community is 
covered by emissions from the different diesel generators. We're actually adding a lot of stuff 
here. And we're adding trains through the intermodal, we're having more traffic, we're adding 
more industrial development. And I really think we need to be very, very, very careful about 
where we place these facilities and how we monitor them, because these data centers are going 
to be here for a really long time, and I want them to be as safe as possible. Thank you for 
considering my comments. 
 
Karen Baldwin: Debbie Koehnen, followed by Patricia Martin. 
 
Debbie Koehnen: I'm Debbie Koehnen, and I -- 
 
Karen Baldwin: Excuse me. You have to place your hands against the microphone, and your 
children need to sit down. 
 
Debbie Koehnen: They're here for an important reason, and thank you. 
 
Karen Baldwin: I understand, but you're testifying to me, not to the audience. 
 
Debbie Koehnen: All right. I will be doing that in just a minute. I'm Debbie Koehnen. I'm 
representing myself and my family. My family is here standing in front of you. Two lovely 
daughters. I have more family, but they haven't come tonight. They had other obligations. My 
address is 11443 Road P NW in Quincy. We live on our family farm that has been here for 113 
years. So we are on our second 70 years, pretty close to almost 7-- you know, two lifetimes of 70 
years here in Quincy. And I just wanted people to see the face of the next future generation. So if 
I have my lovely daughters turn around and wave at the audience. Fiona and Ellie, they're our 
future in Quincy. That's the younger generation is going to be here, hopefully. So they can sit 
down, and I'll finish my testimony.  
 
As I said in my address, I don't know if you realize, but I'm a quarter of a mile from Intuit. Vantage 
is just a little farther down the road. I am a half a mile from Yahoo. Sabey's just a little farther 
down the road. I'm a second grade teacher at Mountain View Elementary. Microsoft and Dell are 
just down the road. So I am a 24-hour-a-day emissions person. I'm getting it all. I am under a little 
bit of respiratory distress tonight. I have been for the entire year. My doctor has doubled my 
medication at times when it's really bad. This is one of the bad times I should be doubling my 
medication. She doesn't want me to double my medication for the entire year, because that 
would be de-- more detrimental to my health. I already have immune system problems on top of 
that. So I'm going into this knowing that two lifetimes my family's been here, I'm already the 
respiratory person, the immune person. Like I said, I'm probably going to die [voice breaks] from 
the diesel particulates.  
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The reason I am up here testifying is because I want a future for my family and Quincy. If we're 
doing a good job in Quincy, our children will want to be here and come back. We'll be providing 
them enough opportunities for employment that they will want to come back. We'll be offering 
them a safe environment so they will want to come back. We will have been giving them enough 
enjoyable activities so they will want to return to our community. That's the best thing we can do 
for our community is raise our children so they will want to stay here and improve our 
community. I'm a little worried, like Danna, about the community-wide assessment. We don't 
want to be like King County. And I'm afraid our numbers, the community-wide limits, are similar 
to King County. We're an agricultural community. We shouldn't have the same air quality as King 
County. So I wish those community-wide numbers were being a little more actively sought after 
and lowered.  
 
The other problem I see is the catastrophic predicament. In 2007, there was a catastrophic event. 
The west side was out of power, the east side was out of power. A catastrophic event. When you 
look at that map up there, my home is in the purple plume by Intuit. That's the worst. And it 
happened already. It's going to happen again. We had fires. We've had horrible air the last two or 
three weeks because of the fire. That's added into this problem with the community-wide air 
quality. That needs to be fixed, reduced so that we don't have people in respiratory self like 
myself -- respiratory distress.  
 
I'm trying to decide whether to let my children come back and live on the family farm or whether 
I put it in my will when I die, burn it down, and don't let anybody live there again. Why would I 
want somebody in the purple plume in my family? And that's a really unfair thing to do to my 
family because we need data centers somewhere. So that's why I'm here.  
 
The other request I would have, I loved hearing that the new 37 generators are going to have the 
tier 4 filters on them. I would ask Microsoft, now that they've been here for a long time, and 
technology's getting better and we can now do the tier 4 under the BACT, to start updating those 
old generators that they have and put the filters on them, and the scrubbers and whatever they 
need, so that our air quality is better. 
 
We don't need to take a step backwards here. We need to keep going. I think I've said everything 
I would like to say. And please remember, Ecology, all the data centers, we have families living 
here, and we'd like our families to stay here in return. Because that is a strong community. Once 
our children leave, the community dies, and we have nothing left. Thank you. 
 
Karen Baldwin: Patricia Martin followed by Alex Ibarra. 
 
Patricia Martin: Patricia Martin, 617 H Street SW, here in Quincy. And I'm a member of Microsoft-
Yes; Toxic-Air Pollution-No. I haven't written any formal comments, but I have a number of 
comments just based on a cursory review of information that was on the internet. First, I bring 
with me an email from Matt Kadlec, who is a toxicologist with the State of Washington, because I 
remember once reading that the state air quality program uses a standard of 20 µg/m3 for a 
health viewpoint for particulate, PM2.5. And I noticed in the technical support document for the 
Oxford Data Center that the background value for the region is 21 µg /m3. That means that for 
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sensitive individuals such as Deborah Koehnen or myself, who is very sensitive sinus-wise for 
sinusitis and other issues, that these numbers are elevated over the air quality program's 
recommendation of 20 µg /m3. So our baseline in Quincy already exceeds a level of safety for 
sensitive populations.  
 
I also would like to add that, again, in my reading, and I did not bring the citation, but somewhere 
in my reading there was assurance that Microsoft's Oxford Center was using the same controls as 
the Vantage Data Center. I've brought an email here from Beth Mort, from Greg Flibbert, talking 
about the controls that were put on the Vantage Data Center, which included diesel particulate 
filter, diesel oxidation catalysts, and a SCR to reduce emissions beyond BACT. I believe that 
despite the assurances from Ecology, that Microsoft's two facilities are under common control, 
and because they are under common control and on adjacent properties, that Ecology and 
Microsoft had an obligation to model the increased emissions, and all emissions from both 
facilities should have been modeled. In keeping -- Are you flipping that over? 
 
Karen Baldwin: No, just, it's not working. It's been working intermittently, so stick with individual 
reporting. Go ahead. 
 
Patricia Martin: Okay. The 2010 permit of Microsoft, again, as I recall, requires that any engines 
that are installed past January 1, 2011, must be tier 4 engines, not tier 2 retrofitted to tier 4 
emissions. And I believe that there are differences between a tier 2 engine retrofitted and a tier 4 
engine that has those controls that are intimately a part of that engine.  
 
I want to reiterate that we citizens who have a right to this information to assure that the data 
centers, all data centers in Quincy, are in compliance with their permits, have been denied on 
repeated occasions access to the… to the reports that are made by the engines themselves and 
recorded. Handwritten logs of engine operations does not suffice in this digital age where engines 
themselves make their own recordings. 
 
I'd also like to add that I don't believe the Washington State statutes provides an exemption from 
BACT for the hazardous and toxic air pollutants that's allowed under the 100 hour emergency 
engine rule found at 40 CFR 63 quadruple Z, ZZZZ. That uses a standard called the general 
achievable -- it's GACT, general achievable control technology, versus the best available control 
technology, which is required under Washington statute for all sources of air pollution. And that 
citation is RCW 70.94.152(10). 
 
I have a concern that all of the ambient air measurements are done at the fence line. These are 
large pieces of property. The fence line is very removed. The definition of ambient air is outside, 
the surrounding outside air. And I am concerned about the safety of workers on all of these data 
sites for hazardous and toxic air pollutants as well as the ambient air quality criteria pollutants. 
 
Something that was not talked about is the increased concentration of emission from the cooling 
towers. I have not had an opportunity to look -- not your fault, my fault -- to look at the existing 
permit, but since there is an increased emissions from the Columbia Data Center's cooling towers 
at 9.5 tons per year, with increased emissions of manganese and fluoride and other toxic air 
pollutants, I imagine that the Oxford center also has concentrated and higher levels of particulate 
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matter being emitted from their cooling towers. These are not only sources of PM2.5 but sources 
of PM2 -- or PM10, excuse me.  
 
My final comment is that there was no public hearing on the increased emissions from the 
Columbia Data Center's cooling towers. That's something that just kind of has flown under the 
radar. These two permits came out simultaneously. That's a lot of material for any people, any 
person to review. Even Danna and I, who have been involved in this since 2010, this is a lot of 
material to absorb and take in, especially during the summer months, when people are trying to 
vacation, and others of us are planning weddings for our daughters. So I want to formally object 
to the fact that there was no public hearing on those increased emissions from the Columbia 
Data Center. And people should be concerned about that, because this is 9.5 tons of, as I recall, 
PM10 and an additional 2.5 tons of PM2.5 in the vicinity of our Mountain View Elementary 
School.  
 
Finally, I don't know how much goes into the public record, if it's just our testimony, but I am a 
firm believer in the power emanates from the people, and that the agencies and the employees 
of the state, to whom we have given power but not our -- we've not surrendered our sovereignty 
to, right? And I want to note it on the record, I was taken aback by the absolute rudeness of the 
person who is conducting this public hearing, Karen Baldwin, and I want it on the record that I 
believe there should be a formal apology sent to Deborah Koehnen and her daughters. Thank 
you. 
 
Karen Baldwin: Thank you. Next, Alex Ybarra. 
 
Alex Ybarra: Hi, my name's Alex Ybarra. My address is 921 K Street SW, Quincy. I'm just a citizen 
of Quincy. I've been here all my life. I've done carbon analysis for a utility for Grant County PUD, 
know what kind of analysis that gets done when it comes to energy systems, and pretty satisfied 
with the type of analysis that they've asked us for and the type of information they've asked for. I 
think they do a pretty thorough job of that when it comes to utilities. I'm glad that we have 
concerned citizens here that are looking for the best interest of Quincy, because I've got a 
daughter that lives in Quincy. But also, I think that there's, with growth, which Quincy -- what's 
happening in Quincy, we're getting growth. What happens with that is some of these side things 
that happen, like carbon emissions, crowding, a second stoplight, things like that. Those are 
things that we have to live with. I think that the benefits that the data farms, Microsoft, Yahoo 
bring in far outweighs what the emission issues may be. Some people may have it a lot more 
difficult than others, but I think the overall, I think that bringing the data farms was a very good 
thing to happen in Quincy. And again, just as a concerned citizen, I do hope that Microsoft and 
Ecology and everybody else listens to some of the concerned citizens and tries to answer the 
questions so we get good answers for a lot of the questions we have and we all live safe.  
 
Just to let you know, back in the '60s, '70s, silica plant -- we'd always get pollution from them. I'd 
get ash on me every day playing outside in the yard. So it's a lot better than it used to be, except 
for maybe Lamb-Weston, which, got a lot of pollution there. Everybody gets the french fry smell 
all the time. So, I mean, if we're going to talk about something, we need to talk about not just 
these data farms, we need to talk about, you know, the traffic coming through town, the trains 
coming through town. So we've talked about that, and it's just part of the deal. It comes with 
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civilization. We just have to be careful with what we do out there in society to make sure 
everybody's safe. But again, I'm glad that Microsoft is doing what they're doing, and Yahoo and 
the rest of them. It's just a matter of just making sure that we are all safe at the end. Thank you. 
 
Karen Baldwin: Thank you. Is there anybody else who would like to testify? Okay.  
 
If you would like to send written comments, they must be postmarked by July 29, 2014. Mail 
comments to Beth Mort, Department of Ecology Air Quality Program, 4601 N. Monroe Road, 
Spokane, Washington, 99205. Comments can also be faxed to 509-329-3529 or emailed to Beth 
at beth.mort@ecy.wa.gov. These addresses are also available on handout at the sign-in sheet. All 
testimony received at this hearing, emails received on July 29, 2014, and hard copy comments 
postmarked by July 29, 2014 will be part of the official record of the draft permit. After the 
comment period, Ecology staff will review and incorporate the comments where appropriate and 
prepare a response. A written response to comments will be available online at Ecology's web 
site, http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/air/quincydatacenter/index.html. People offering 
testimony will receive a copy of the response to comments that Ecology prepares.  
 
The next step is to consider the comments and make a determination whether to issue the 
permit. Ecology's air quality program will look at the public comments, the response to 
comments, and other appropriate documentation and staff recommendations and will make a 
decision about issuing a permit. At this time, Ecology perceives issuing the air quality permit for 
the Oxford Data Center before the end of August. If you submit a written comment or give public 
testimony at this hearing, you will receive a notice [indistinct] when Ecology issues the final 
permit. Ecology will also send a notice to the Quincy Data Center listserv. If you are not on this 
listserv, please speak with Ecology staff so they can add you or send you a separate email. If we 
can be of further help, please don't hesitate to ask. You can contact Beth Mort.  
 
On behalf of the Department of Ecology, thank you for coming tonight. For those that have 
questions that did not get answered during the question and answer period, we will have staff 
here available for a while. Let the record show the hearing was adjourned at 7:04 p.m. Thank you. 
 
[end of recorded material]  

 

mailto:beth.mort@ecy.wa.gov
http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/air/quincydatacenter/index.html
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Appendix D:  
Redline Documents 

 

 Redline of Second Tier Review Recommendation 

 Redline of Technical Support Document 

 Redline of Preliminary Determination 
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Approval Order 
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Technical Support Document 
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Appendix G:  
Second Tier Review Recommendation 
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Appendix H:  
Additional Information 
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