
           

 

Nippon Dynawave Industrial Incident fact sheet 
July 2, 2026 

The emergency response has concluded. This fact sheet summarizes the Unified Command’s 
work. 
  
What happened? 
On Tuesday, May 26, 2026, white liquor, a chemical mixture with a pH of 14 used to break down wood into 
paper pulp, was released from a storage tank at Nippon Dynawave pulp and paper mill in Longview, WA.  

The 900,000-gallon tank was about two-thirds full of white liquor at the time of the spill. The exact amount of 
product spilled remains unknown.   

Eleven employees died during the incident. Seven other workers and one firefighter were also injured.  

Most normal business operations have been suspended at the incident site.  

What is white liquor? 

White liquor is a highly alkaline solution typically made of sodium hydroxide and sodium sulfide. During the 
paper making process, white liquor is combined with heat and pressure to break down the fiber in wood chips. 
This process results in the wood chips breaking down into paper pulp. The pH of white liquor is about 14, 
comparable to lye.  

White liquor’s main risk to human health and the environment is from its highly caustic pH level, which can 
cause chemical burns. 

pH is a measure of the proportion of hydroxide ions in a liquid. The pH scale ranges from 0, acidic, to 14, 
alkaline. Clean water is frequently used as a textbook example of neutral with a pH of 7. As a high-pH liquid 
combines with a lower-pH liquid, the proportion of hydroxide ions decreases, which means dilution is an 
effective way to address pH levels.  
  
White liquor mixed with water can produce hydrogen sulfide, which is a gas and does not stay in the water. The 
remaining components, including sodium, oxygen, and hydrogen, are naturally occurring elements that don’t 
pose an environmental risk.   
 

How did the white liquor leave the facility? Was the Columbia River affected? 

Some amount of the white liquor spilled from the Nippon Dynawave facility into the diking and ditch system 
managed by the Consolidated Diking Improvement District #1. The diking district closed their pumps to the 
river before any impacted water reached the Columbia River.  



   

 

 

Additionally, the facility’s on-site industrial wastewater treatment facility discharges clean water into the 
Columbia River through an outfall pump. On the day of the spill, two pH spikes were recorded at the outfall 
triggering an automatic shut off.  

Protecting drinking water 
The City of Longview’s drinking water remained safe throughout the incident and emergency response. The city 
water supply is an aquifer located several hundred feet below the ground surface, separated from shallow 
groundwater by a clay layer that acts as a natural barrier to contamination. The City does not draw drinking 
water from the diking district’s ditch system. 

Although risks were very low, the City, the diking district, and response partners took immediate steps after the 
spill to prevent contaminated water in the ditch system from leaching into the underlying aquifer, which would 
also prevent harm to any people and pets that came in contact with the ditches. 

With oversight from the Environmental Protection Agency and the Department of Ecology, the diking district 
flushed fresh water through the ditch system by pumping it in from the Cowlitz River and opening fire hydrants 
in the Highlands neighborhood. The additional water generated a current that moved the contaminated water 
away from the aquifer and provided enough dilution to lower the pH to levels safe enough for discharge into the 
Columbia River. 

Field crews sampled pH in the ditches throughout the flushing operation. The highest pH levels were found 
immediately after the incident in the ditch closest to the Nippon facility, before the flushing operation began. 
Levels were between pH 10-11, which is comparable to ammonia in household cleaners.  

By the second day of the flushing operation, water samples had returned to the ditches’ typical pH levels 
between 6-9. Pumping operations were completed on June 3 following 72 hours of pH testing with no elevated 
levels. An additional 44 samples taken from June 6-22 continued to show no elevated levels.   

Even though the concern for chemical contamination has passed, residents should continue following the 
Consolidated Diking Improvement District guidance that was in place before the incident, and avoid 
swimming, fishing or engaging in other recreational activities in the sloughs, dikes and drainage ditches. 
Residents should also keep pets away from these areas.  

Fish and wildlife impacts  
Contractors are continuing to monitor the ditch network and Coal Creek Slough for potential environmental 
impacts.  

Wildlife collection continued through June 4. The final count was 2,902 deceased fish from the ditch system in 
locations adjacent to the incident response area and in west Longview. Most of the fish collected were 
introduced species; the fish included common carp, catfish, sunfish, bass, peamouth chub, bridgelip sucker, 
and redside shiner. Crews also collected two salmon, one hatchery-origin. 

The Columbia River is safe for fishing and recreational activities, and there have been no reports of impacted 
fish or other marine wildlife in the Columbia River. 

Invasive vegetation along the ditches that came in contact with contaminated water might visibly die back over 
the coming weeks. This does not indicate new contamination. 



           

 

State and federal agencies and Tribal governments are considering Natural Resources Damage Assessment 
and Restoration (NRDAR) for this incident. The NRDAR process allows natural resource trustees to evaluate the 
environmental harm caused by a spill and seek compensation to restore the damages. The goal is to determine 
the extent of the damage, calculate the cost of restoring the injured resources, and ensure that the responsible 
party funds or carries out restoration so the public is made whole. 

Air monitoring 
The main air quality concern related to white liquor is hydrogen sulfide. EPA monitored air quality in the 
community after the incident and throughout the flushing operation. A total of 51,629 air quality readings were 
collected at fixed monitoring stations and 1,039 readings from roving handheld monitors, with zero detection of 
hydrogen sulfide. 

Nippon Dynawave has continued air monitoring at a reduced level, with 24/7 fixed monitors along the facility 
fence line. From June 4-30 the monitors continued to collect an additional 161,424 samples with zero 
detection of hydrogen sulfide. Monitoring will continue until Tank G has been dismantled.   
Next steps  
Nippon Dynawave will continue with cleanup in the facility under the oversight of state and federal agencies.  

The U.S. Chemical Safety Board, Washington State Department of Labor and Industries, and the Washington 
Department of Ecology will continue their investigations. At this time EPA is coordinating with all these entities 
in order in inform potential next steps.   

L&I has a maximum of 180 days from the date of incident to complete their investigation and release a report of 
their findings. That deadline is Sunday, Nov. 22, 2026.  

CSB anticipates an update to their investigation will be released before the end of September with a full report 
next spring around the one-year mark.  

The Washington Department of Ecology’s compliance staff will determine whether violations of permits or 
state and federal rules and laws occurred related to water quality, air quality, or dangerous waste 
management. This process includes review of written reports, interviewing facility personnel and conducting 
site visits. Ecology will also issue an order for reimbursement of expenses incurred during the incident 
response.     

Where can I find updated information?  
Moving forward, new information about on-site operations at Nippon Dynawave Packaging will be distributed 
by the company’s communications team.   

Staff with Ecology will redirect emails from the JIC@ecy.wa.gov inbox to the contact list below as needed:  

• U.S. Chemical Safety Board: public@csb.gov 
• U.S. Environmental Protection Agency: R10_press_team@epa.gov 
• Cowlitz County: ahelenberg@portoflongview.com 
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• City of Longview: Angela Abel, angela.abel@ci.longview.wa.us  
• Ecology: Andy Wineke, andrew.wineke@ecy.wa.gov  
• Labor and Industries: Matt Ross, matt.ross@lni.wa.gov 
• Nippon Dynawave: press@nippondynawave.com 
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