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PREPROPOSAL STATEMENT 

OF INQUIRY 

CODE REVISER USE ONLY 
 

 

CR-101 (October 2017) 
(Implements RCW 34.05.310) 

Do NOT use for expedited rule making 

Agency: Department of Ecology AO #25-06 

Subject of possible rule making: Ecology is considering amendments to two rules: 
 
Chapter 173-476, Ambient Air Quality Standards. 
 

• This chapter establishes the ambient air quality standards in Washington to comply with Title I of the federal Clean 
Air Act (CAA). It establishes maximum acceptable levels in the ambient air for the following criteria pollutants: 
particulate matter, lead, sulfur dioxide, ozone, nitrogen dioxide, and carbon monoxide.This rulemaking will update the 
air quality standards for particulate matter with a diameter of 2.5 microns or less (PM2.5) and sulfur dioxide. 

 
Chapter 173-400 WAC, General Regulations for Air Pollution Sources. 
 

• This chapter establishes standards and rules to control and prevent pollution from air contaminant sources. This 

rulemaking will consider updates to the cause or contribute threshold values, also known as significant impact levels, 

and associated provisions used in the permitting of proposed new or modified sources of air pollution.   

The rulemaking may also make administrative and clarifying amendments to both chapters to improve air quality regulations.  

Statutes authorizing the agency to adopt rules on this subject: Chapter 70A.15 RCW, Washington Clean Air Act 

Reasons why rules on this subject may be needed and what they might accomplish:  
 
Chapter 173-476, Ambient Air Quality Standards. 
 

• Amendments are needed to align the state ambient air quality standards with the National Ambient Air Quality 
Standards (40 CFR Part 50) for PM2.5 and sulfur dioxide. In March 2024, EPA lowered the maximum allowable level 
of PM2.5 from 12 micrograms per cubic meter of air to 9 micrograms per cubic meter of air. For sulfur dioxide, 
amendments are needed to reflect a new secondary annual standard of 10 parts per billion adopted by EPA in 
December 2024.   

 
Chapter 173-400, General Regulations for Air Pollution Sources. 
 

• Amendments are needed to update the cause or contribute thereshold values to align with updated EPA-
recommended values. In 2013, Ecology adopted threshold values which aligned with EPA-recommended values for 
most, but not all, of the criteria pollutants. EPA has since revised some recommended values and now updates are 
needed to align with the EPA recommendations.  
 

• Ecology may also consider other changes including adopting cause or contribute threshold values for the criteria 
pollutants for which Ecology did not previously adopt threshold values and making to changes to provisions related to 
the cause or contribute values.The amendments are intended to align with EPA recommendations, but could vary 
depending on the rule development and community engagement processes.  

  

Identify other federal and state agencies that regulate this subject and the process coordinating the rule with these 
agencies: Local air permitting authorities also regulate new or modified sources of air pollution. Ecology has discussed the 
use of cause or contribute values in the new source review process and will continue to work with local authorities as we 
develop the rule.  
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Process for developing new rule (check all that apply): 

☐  Negotiated rule making 

☐  Pilot rule making 

☐ Agency study 

☒ Other (describe) Ecology will follow the standard process for the adoption of rules under the Administrative 

Procedure Act (Chapter 34.05 RCW). 

Interested parties can participate in the decision to adopt the new rule and formulation of the proposed rule before 
publication by contacting: 

 (If necessary) 

Name: Linda Kildahll Name:       

Address: Department of Ecology 
Air Quality Program 
300 Desmond Drive SE 
Lacey, WA 98503 

Address:       

Phone: 360-706-3038 Phone:       

Fax: N/A Fax:       

TTY: For Washington Relay Service or TTY call 711 or 877-
833-6341.  

TTY:       

Email:  linda.kildahl@ecy.wa.gov      Email:       

Web site: Rulemaking website         Web site:       

Other: Air quality rule and SIP updates distribution list Other:       

Additional comments: Interested parties can stay informed about the rulemaking and public involvement opportunities as 
described above.  Ecology will extend an offer for government-to-government consultation with tribal governments during 
each phase of rule development. 
 
Ecology will conduct an Environmental Justice Assessment in accordance with RCW 70A.02.060 as a part of this rulemaking.  

Date: 11/18/2025 

 

Name: Kathy Taylor 
 

Title: Air Quality Program Manager 

Signature: 

 

 

https://ecykenpub/cmsctx/pv/96dd3310-e6b3-48df-be3a-67408222e63c/culture/en-US/wg/379dac87-b442-4c94-822b-41ba795b7c90/h/1d2c7fa45cbe8e344a25779fa47b6d51da94c960032a9ff84f884a7701d7b9c5/-/regulations-permits/laws-rules-rulemaking/rulemaking/wac-173-476-400?uh=45d5213dd633547f6de3f63dcdd41b71b7fa92bc0323a5965d619d9792495ce7
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/WAECY/subscriber/new?topic_id=WAECY_68

