
  

 
STATE OF WASHINGTON 

DEPARTMENT OF ECOLOGY 
PO Box 47600, Olympia, WA 98504-7600 • 360-407-6000 

 
December 17, 2025 
 
Mr. Joe Cotton 
Ferguson Waterworks 
9129 N Tyndall Ave 
Portland, OR 97217 
 
RE: Ferguson R-Tank Urban Forest for Stormwater Runoff Filtration 
 
Dear Mr. Cotton: 
 
The Washington State Department of Ecology (Ecology) finds the Ferguson R-Tank Urban Forest 
functionally equivalent to a bioretention facility.  The media specifications for R-Tank Urban 
Forest must adhere to the sizing guidelines for Bioretention areas, found in BMP 7.30 in 2024 
Stormwater Management Manual for Western Washington (SWMMWW); or BMP F6.23 in the 
2024 Stormwater Management Manual for Eastern Washington (SWMMEW). The media used 
must comply with the Bioretention Soil Mix (BSM) specified in the documents listed above. 
 
Contractors may use the R-Tank Urban Forest BMP at project sites without seeking additional 
Ecology approval. Ecology does not endorse this product or its manufacturer.  Manufacturer 
installation recommendations must be followed. 
 
For more information, contact Doug Howie at douglas.howie@ecy.wa.gov, or (360) 870-0983. 
 
Sincerely 
 
 
 
Douglas C. Howie, P.E. 
Stormwater Engineer 
Program Development Services 
Water Quality Program 
 
 


