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On Wednesday, September 17, 2025, the Department of Ecology (Ecology) was notified that the vessel Dominion, a 130-foot 
tugboat, sank around 4 p.m. at the Bremerton Marina. It was reported the tug contained an unknown amount of oil and diesel 
fuel when it sank. A Unified Command was established that consists of the U.S. Coast Guard (USCG), the Department of Ecology 
(Ecology), the Suquamish Tribe, and the Port of Bremerton. 

Responders partially lifted the Tug Dominion using a floating crane on October 5 and 11. The vessel was not fully raised to the 
surface due to the safe working limits of the crane and the orientation of the tug in the lifting straps. Responders also observed 
significant deterioration to the watertight integrity of the vessel itself. Since that time, the Unified Command has worked on 
identifying an alternative method of removal. The Tug Dominion has since been reclassified as “marine debris” and will be 
deconstructed in place. Contractors will use a crane to remove the former tug piece by piece, load it on a barge, and transport 
it to a salvage yard in Seattle. In order to protect wildlife in the area, deterrence methods may be used to deter marine 
mammals from approaching the marina.  

We will begin deconstruction of the debris on Saturday, November 15 at the earliest and operations are anticipated to last for 
six days. 

How is the spill being contained and cleaned up? 
Containment boom is deployed around the vessel to soak up additional diesel and oil and will remain in place during the 
planned deconstruction process. Skimmers are collecting the oil around the spill site and sorbent boom is constantly swapped 
out as it collects oil on the water. Ecology has mobilized shoreline cleanup assessment technique (SCAT) teams to assess nearby 
shorelines for oiling. Sheen observed outside of the containment area to date has been determined nonrecoverable. 

Wildlife assessments occur daily in and around the response area. Do not attempt to capture any oiled wildlife. Please report 
any sightings of potentially oiled animals by calling 1-800-222-4737 (1-800-22BIRDS) and leaving a detailed message. 

How much oil has been recovered? 
Approximately 20,088 gallons of oily water mix and 114 tons of oiled solid waste have been recovered. 
Are there any closures I should be aware of? 
Fishing remains closed in the marina. Access to the marina is restricted to the public. However, marina tenants can enter the 
marina to access their vessels. If you need to move your vessel, provide at least one full day notice by calling Clean Harbors 
Environmental at (971)-710-8099.  

Can I file a claim? 
Yes. If you have been adversely affected by the oil spill, you may be able to receive compensation. Submit any damage claims to 
the USCG’s National Pollution Fund Control’s (NPFC) Claims Division. For questions or help, contact the NPFC Claims Division by 
phone Monday - Friday from 4:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. PT at 800-280-7118 or via e-mail at hqs-smb-npfc-claimsinfo@uscg.mil.    

Where can I find updated information? 
Updated information on this spill can be found on Ecology’s incident webpage at 
https://ecology.wa.gov/dominion-tug-sinking, or via the QR code.  
You may also contact the Liaison Officer for this incident at Liaison@ecy.wa.gov.  
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