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BE | T REMEMBERED that a Chehalis R ver Basin
FI ood Damage Reduction Project public hearing was held
on Tuesday, January 13, 2026, in person, at 6:23 p.m;
WHEREUPON t he fol |l owi ng proceedi ngs were had, to

Wt:

* % * * *x %

| nt roducti on

MS. THOWPSON. As we nove on into the public
comment portion of the evening, this is just a rem nder
of our neeting guidelines. |'mnot going to go over
those again. | do want to rem nd fol ks that our court
reporter, Sayge, is here to ensure that we accurately
capture your conment, so she's going to be transcribing
those. | think that -- do we have the list?

Ckay. 1'mgoing to be calling people up to
provi de conments in the order that your nane appears in
the sign-in sheet at the front. Once everyone who has
I ndi cated that they would |ike to comrent has had the
opportunity, then we'll open it up for others.

Remenber that comments shoul d be about three

mnutes. You'll see a tinmer on the screen that wll
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count down and hel p you manage your tine. Wen you
reach that Iimt, I'll you ask to sunmarize your conment
so that the next person can cone up and provide their

coment .

Publ i ¢ Conment

M5. THOVSON: We're going to que people up in
groups of three -- thank you -- so we have the front-row
seats up here. W'Il|l have the first three people here
and then | will call your name and you can provide your
comment, step to the front. And when you are -- when
you're commenting, if you could state your nane for the
record that is really helpful, and then please speak
clearly so that we can get a good recordi ng of your
comrent .

You can also stand or sit, whatever is nost
confortable for you and we have soneone here who can
help with the m crophone. 1'mgoing to nove over here
so | don't have to stand the whole tine.

W' ve got Arthur Gunbaum Kenneth Corwi n, and
Kurt Anley (phonetic); apologies if | messed up your
nane. You can be the first three to que up here, |'l

move over here, and we'll get started.
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MR, GRUNBAUM To whom shoul d | speak? To you or
to then?

MR. SANT: Comments are directed at ne.

MR, GRUNBAUM  Ckay.

MS. THOWSON:. Qur first speaker is Arthur
G unbaum | want to let folks know, Aaron -- if you
wave -- Aaron has the -- if you didn't get a chance to
sign up but you do want to comment, you can get on the
list wth Aaron too.

Wth that, you can go ahead and start when
you' re ready.

MR, GRUNBAUM Thank you. M nane is Arthur
G unbaum | amthe current president of FOG Friends of
Grays Harbor, P.O Box 1512, Wstport, WAshington
98595. I'ma resident of rural Gays Harbor. W
believe that the revised environnental inpact statenent
-- REIS -- is woefully inadequate and effectively
presents illegal retention, which is the illegal piece
meani ng of the project into smaller points to avoid
conprehensi ve environnental review. Under the
Washi ngton State Environnental Policy Act -- WSEPA --
agenci es nmust analyze the entire proposal and cannot
break a project into smaller pieces if they are rel ated
or independent.

According to the WAC 197-11-060 -- that is
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according to the WAC -- as pointed out by the Quinault

| ndi an Nation and Twin Harbor's water keeper, the REIS

| nprovenment in property segnments the project by
focussing primarily on the damwhile separating it from
t he broader Chehalis Basin strategy. As such, the REIS
focusses on the flood protection facility -- a/k/a, dam
-- but on the aquatic species restoration plan a | ocal
area non-dam alternative has separate, elective efforts,
rather than an essential mtigation conponent of a
single integrated nation strategy.

The REIS ignores the cumul ative downstream
| npacts and the necessity of basin-w de |ocal actions,
whi ch are instead being anal yzed separately. The public
cannot effectively conpare these as part of one unified
deci sion they can process. It should be w thdrawn for
| ack of alternative.

We have further comments, which we will submt
prior to the end of the comment period on February 4th,
2026. Thank you.

MS. THOVSON:. Thank you, sir. Next we have --
and maybe you guys can shift down. Next we have Kenneth
Corwin, followed by Curt Anley, and then Kathy Burnaman.

MR CORWN Hello. M nane is Kenneth Corw n.

I'ma Quinault Tribal Menber. |[|'malso the chairnman of
Quinault Of-Reservation Fishing Conmttee. |'ve fished
Page 7
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this river for 40 years on ny own, and as a famly
menber another 20 on top of that. | grewup in
Montesano, I'mfamliar with the Chehalis River, and |'m
very concerned about the spring Chinook.

Wien | was | a child in Montesano -- |I'msorry,
I'ma little bit nervous -- it wasn't uncommon to the
see the fish junmping on the shoreline. Now, it's
getting to be pretty rare. The damis obviously
| npacting over 800 acres of land that contributes to
spawni ng grounds, transports of sedinents, and
vegetation that is very inportant to our Chehalis River.

|'malso -- |'ve worked for Washington State
Fish and Wldlife for 25 years and |' m seei ng
restoration projects all over the State. Wth this huge
of an inpact | don't know that |'ve ever seen a
restoration of that size; 840 acres of inundated water
t aki ng over |andscape, it's unimagi nable entirely. It's
just something that | think is an inpact that is not
quite measurable. | think it's a lot worse than people
take it for.

MS. THOVSON:. Thank you, sir.

Curt Anley, and then Kathy Burnaman, and then Ed

Hunbl e.
Curt, when you're ready.
MR. STANLEY: Hello, Curt Stanley here. Thanks
Page 8
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for having me. | have a |lot of concerns and |'ma
Quinault Tribal Menber. |[|'ve fished the |ower Chehalis
since 1980. |'ve seen a lot of changes and this really

concerns me, as the upper basin of the, you know, upper
Chehalis, if we put a stop there | think we're going to
| ose our -- what we have | eft of the Chinook. They
haven't hardly showed up. W barely have a viable
fishery right now Hardly see a king in the fall. W
haven't fished on themin 20 years, so where are they?

We're going to do this nonstrous thing and bl ock
the river. | understand it's a flow through and all of
that and it's for flood controls and all that, but it
just concerns nme. The fish are cookie cutter fish, our
fish are getting smaller and smaller.

You' ve got sea lions and they're all over place.
They follow you, tease you, and mad at you and all that.
You lay you net out and the seals are picking your nets
clean. It used to be they'd bite the bellies out and
you' d have a couple steaks for a day or two, but now
there's to many seals and sea lions way up the river.

As we all know, the -- the Chinooks are -- what
s it -- what is it -- nulti-age, you know, and those
fish don't get to age six to seven and eight. They're

young and then they're -- they don't carry the eggs and

-- so we're fishing younger fish. 1'd rather fish young
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fish than no fish at all, but, anyway .
|'ve watched this over many years and as a
Qui naul t Menber, | oppose this dam Perhaps we coul d

| ook at the lands, that proposal there, but, anyway

That's all | have to say. Thanks for having ne.
M5. THOVBON: Thanks Curt.

Kat hy, Ed, and then John Bryson.

Kat hy, when you're ready.

MS. BURNAMAN.  Hello, |'mKathy. W know how
devastating flooding is in the basin, therefore the
proj ect proposed is designed to -- is to reduce worse
flooding inpacts by targeting major head-traffic floods.

The good news is the revised draft EI'S concl udes
that the project serves its purpose. |In catastrophic
floods it would prevent nore than 2,400 structures and
4,000 acres of land frombeing inundated fromPe EIl to
Cosmopolis, along a hundred mles of river. It would
reduce flooding on |I-5, allowng it to open faster.

The project is neant to be consistent with an
overal |l Chehalis Basin fish and flood strategy to reduce
maj or and catastrophic floodi ng damages, while still
creating successful outcones for fish.

For that reason, the project is not a

traditional dam |It's a flowthrough dam or fl ow
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through- facility. Mst of the time -- and for years on
end -- the project wll allowthe river to flow through
it. It only closes when a major, catastrophic flood is

forecasted, and even then it allows the average flowto
pass.

Regarding mtigation: W have proposed and are
commtted to robust mtigation. Qur scientists,
bi ol ogi sts, and engi neers have been working to inprove
it for five years and wll continue to inprove it
t hroughout the permtting process and in consultation
with the tribes. The project cannot proceed through
permtting unless we can denonstrate that the mtigation
wll work. That's the legal requirement and we will
have to neet it or the project cannot be built.

Al'l large projects have inpacts, but the point
Is to design themsafely, effectively, and with as few
| npacts as possible. That's what we believe we have
done here and what we are committed to doing if the
project is selected to nove forward.

Thank you.

MS. THOVSON:. Thank you, Kat hy.

Next we have Ed Hunble, followed by John Bryson,
and Tanya Pel ach.

Ed, when you' re ready.

MR HUMBLE: M nane is Dr. Ed Hunble. |'m
Page 11
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currently the chair of the South Sound Sierra Cub, so
' m here speaki ng on behal f of the Washi ngton Chapter of
Sierra C ub.

| -- you know, |'ve spoke to you before and so |
don't want to go into the same things. | want to speak
directly to the -- the drafted EIS. W believe that
you've given us lots of reasons in the draft to oppose

this dam because, nunber 1, we're an environnenta

organi zation and it -- it says throughout it it has
significant inpacts on fish, on wildlife, on the -- on
t he ecol ogy, disproportionate harmto -- to | ow income

comunities. Al of those kinds of things that are what
we are about and so we believe -- we believe it stronger
than that, we believe it's catastrophic, so .

What this damm does is costs in the billions of
dollars and takes -- really harms the environnment. By
your presentation today over the recent flooding it
woul dn't have even been inplemented, so it costs a |ot
of noney and doesn't solve the problem It harns the
envi ronnent.

What | want to speak to nowis what | think the
-- the draft is -- is mssing at this point. |
appreci ated on of your boards back there. It said,
"What we'd like to hear is give us X, Y, and Z." |

tried to do that, but | got W X, Y, and Z. Sorry about
Page 12

,:A Capitol Pacific Reporting, Inc. scheduling@capitolpacificreporting.com

800.407.0148


https://www.capitolpacificreporting.com

© 00 N oo o1 A W DN P

N N N N NN B B P P P P P PP
g A W N P O © 0O N O U M W N B O

CHEHALIS RIVER BASIN FLOOD DAMAGE
Public Hearing - January 13, 2026

t hat . The first one is it doesn't speak at all to
the | ogging practices and | ogged roads that have been
done for years, and year, and year, and years. How has
that effected all of these kinds of inpacts and
ultimately the floodi ngs inpacts.

The second one is, how -- are there restoration
or restoration efforts that could be done? | think the
Ni squally is a good exanple of that. That's been done
for the last 40 and years and it's one river in this
recent flooding that didn't flood. So are there
restoration efforts and can we | ook at that?

Thirdly -- I"'mdown to Y -- is the advantages
and di sadvantages of the |land alternatives that have
been proposed. The levee's, the raising of structures,
we could really | ook at that.

And then, finally, Z -- not that that needs to
be enphasi zed anynore -- what could the inpact be if we
woul d |1 ook at changing sone of the zoning codes al ong
the river? Could we change that and make a difference?
And people lives, and where the flooding occurs, all
t hose kinds of things.

Down to 14 seconds, thank you for the
opportunity to speak and thank you for the work you've
done. You've given us a lot to |look at and thank you.

MS. THOVSON:  Thank you.
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John, and then Tanya, and then we have Jarred
Fi gl er - Bur nes.

MR, BRYSON. Thank you for the opportunity to
speak today. M nane is John Bryson and | serve on the
Quinault Indian Nation Tribal Counsel. |'ma fishing
gui de and a hunting guide on the Quinault Indian
Reservation and have worked for the fisheries departnent
for over 30 years.

| want to tal k about one of the nost inportant
parts of the draft and the environnmental inpacts. Going
back to first inmpact; we've seen our salnon suffer one
Insult after another. There habitats have been bl ocked
and | ooted for at least -- after another. W' ve seen
our fish runs go down fromstable to critical condition
especially our spring Chinook. |'ve heard people say
that with clinmte change, spring Chinook w |l probably
go extinct anyway in the upper river where they want to
build a damm. Building a dacmm will guarantee that. It
wll be the final, cunulative inpact for spring Chinook
and continue the dowward path for other fish |ike Coho,
Sal non, and st eel head.

Here's another way we can go: If you don't
build the dam we will get a chance to make it right out
there. Instead of pulling another roadblock in front of

the sal non, we could restore the habitat and |l et the
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fish runs build thensel ves back and sonmeday thrive
again. The tinme of building dans is over, the age of
restoration is here. W're counting on restoration to
keep the prom se of our treaty rights alive. W are
sal non people. Nothing is nore inportant than
exercising our treaty rights to fish in our usual and
accustoned places. Wthout that it, don't mean nuch.

For us cunul ative inpacts are not a technica
termin a report. They're a disease that threatens our
culture and our way of life. That's why the Quinault
Nati on and many other tribes in Washington State and the
Nort hwest are now drawing a hard line in the sand and
saying, "No nmore." No nore dans on the Chehalis R ver.

When | first started working at fisheries in
1985, the spring Chinook were plentiful, from5,000 to
10,000 fish up and down the Chehalis and now we're just
in the hundreds. This damw | just put an end to what
we have left.

Me, as a tribal nenber, |I'm against the dam
|''mnot going to, you know, make nmy case for the
Counsel, that's for the whole Counsel to do, but I can
see the spring Chinook going extinct because this is --
this is their main spawm area where the damw | be
built and |I'm opposed to it.

MS. THOVMSON:. Thank you, John
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Next we have Tanya, Jarred, and then Kim
Fi gl er - Bar nes.

MS. PELACH. Thank you. M nanme is Tanya Pel ach
and |'mspeaking as a Quinault citizen. | want to start
by saying sonmething inmportant: | care deeply about the
Chehalis River and about the people throughout this
basin. Flooding is a part of this |andscape and it
al ways has been. The question before us is not whether
fl ooding exists, but whether the damis the right one
for the river for the salnon for future generations.

As a Quinault citizen, nmy relationship to this
basin is nultilayered, it is cultural, ecological, and
i ntergenerational. Rivers are living systens that
support salnmon, flood plain forests, and even
comunities. Wen we rely on structural solutions Iike
dams, we shift our focus away fromrestoring and working
with natural flood plain processes. Even what a dam
effects only part of the system it reinforces the
managenent approach that prioritizes controlling rivers
rat her than reconnecting flood plains and reducing risk
of proper |andscape.

My graduate research at the University of
Washi ngt on exam ned fl ood pl ai n managenent in Washi ngton
State and inequities that indigenous communities

experience in the system One key finding was that
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fl ood plain nanagenment prograns are rooted in a world
view that separates humans fromnature. That world view
often conflicts with tribal values and a long term
ecosystem wel | bei ng, especially for sal non-dependent
cul tures.

| believe strongly in reconnecting flood plains
rather than further constraining rivers. W already
have tools in this state that nove us in that direction
approaches flood plains reconnection, habitat
restoration, and watershed scale planning. Such as
t hose, aquatic restoration plan reduces flood risk while
al so i nproving ecol ogical resilience. Wen necessary,
smal |l er scale targeting could be used to protect
critical infrastructure wthout fundanentally altering
river function.

Wil e the proposed damis |ocated on one fork of
the Chehalis, it is not designed to the basin as a
whole. It's effectiveness does not fully account for
conti nued devel opment in flood plain areas. Since the
2007 flood, developnent in the twn cities has conti nued
I ncreasing vulnerability regardl ess of upstream
infrastructure. No single structure on one fork can
substitute for thoughtful land planning, flood plain
reconnection, and | ocal scale reproduction downstream

Qther counties in Washington state such Pierce
Page 17
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County have reduced flood risks by limting flood plain
devel opnent and investing in nature gave sol utions
rather than relying on |arge structural control. That
approach deserves serious consideration here. In sone
cases choosing not to build large infrastructure is a
responsi bl e deci sion, especially when the environnental
costs are high and the benefits are uncertain. W
shoul d be prioritizing solutions that can be inplenmented
wel | before 24 (audio disruption), while also restoring
mul tifunction -- and | ran out before ny | ast
phot ogr aph, so .

Wth that, | just wanted to say one qui ck thing.
| urge the decision makers to nove away from
dam centered thinking, and toward integrated,
nature-gave flood plain managenent that reflects both
sides and wi || acknow edge the people who fish this
river. Thank you for the opportunity to commrent.

MS. THOVSON: Thanks, Tanya. |If we get nore tine
at the end, you can certainly come back and share the
rest of your comment.

We have Jarred, and then Kim and then Ron
Figler-Barnes will be next.
Jarred, go ahead.
MR, FI GLER-BARNES: |'m Jarred Figler-Barnes.

I'ma resident of Elma. |'malso an enpl oyee WASDA
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(phonetic), but I'mhere speaking on behalf of the
citizens. So the damElIS has significant and

unavoi dabl e inpacts fromfish to wildlife, water
equality, all those listed earlier. However, it did not
eval uate whether that mtigation is technically feasible
or possible as you guys intended to do, so significant
and unavoi dabl e inpacts do remain. Gven that, water
threshold is in standard in the basin board so | don't
think it justifies choosing this project when there's so
many adverse inpacts.

For salnon the basin strategy end goal is to
reduce fl ood damage and restore sal non and aquatic
species, but the EIS shows salnon on a driven decline,
sal non and steel head reduced genetic diversity. How
does | ocking in those nodels with sal non declines
compatible with the strategies of restoration and is
t here any performance standards that woul d trigger
shutting down the renoval of the damin the future if
t hose sal non runs continue to decline? For triba
rights and culture resources, ecology has concl uded t hat
the project would significantly inpact tribal cultural
and natural resources in both the Quinault Indian Nation
and the Chehalis Tribe fromlong alternatives.

How did the flood district and Basin Board

reconcile this project with treaty reserved rights and
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comanagenent responsibilities when your own reviews of
the tribal resources would be significantly harned,
especi ally when you're not |ooking at any ot her
alternatives outside of the dam

Local actions and alternatives versus the dam
So the local actions, alternatives which is; a |ocalized
and nonstructural neasures, |and use managenent versus
what's actually being | ooked and that is just dam \y
aren't other alternatives being considered? This seens
conpl etely narrow focussed. It seens |ike Washi ngton
State | aw woul d require nore anal ysis.

| think the last thing I'Il get to because |'m
running out time; flood plain devel opment and fairness.
The flood district advertises that this dam woul d
protect over 1,000 structures and thousands of acres in
the | ower basin and the upper basin. At the sane tine,
Centralia and Chehalis are continuing to permt massive
new war ehouses and industrial facilities in the flood
plains. How does the analysis address the equity and
moral hazards spending an extra two billion dollars of
public noney to backstop ongoing flood plain build up,
i nstead of sinply restricting that growth in the first
pl ace and reduci ng the harm encountered when fl oods
occur in the basin.

Thank you very much.
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MS. THOVSON. Thank you.

Kim and then Ron, and then see Cecelia -- |'m
trying to figure out how to pronounce your |ast nane,
but we'll let you do it for us.

Go ahead, Kim

MS. FI GLER-BARNES: My nane is Kim Figler-Barnes.
|'ma citizen of Washington state and | live in El ma,
Washi ngton. |'mhere speaking for nyself as a citizen.

| just have a whol e bunch of questions. What's
the latest detail breakdown of the estimated 1.3 to 2.3
billion dollar construction cost of this dan? Wo
exactly pays for the construction; including federal,
state, and, |ocal funds? What are the ongoing plans for
mai nt enance, debris renoval, and | abor? How and where
wll the debris be disposed of? Wwo w il be responsible
for the ongoing operations and mai ntenance of the dam
once it is built? Howlong will the Iong-term operation
and mai ntenance costs be funded, or howw | the
| ong-term operations and mai ntenance costs be funded?
How does the projected flood reduction benefit of only
reducing I-5 flooding by 1.5 feet justify the i mense
cost and ignores the other nmore effective alternatives?
Have other alternatives been considered |ike flood plain
managenent, updating zoning in the flood plains, raising

-5, raising or relocating homes in the flood pains?
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How I ong will the dam benefits |ast, especially with the
conti nued devel opment occurring in Lewis County?

What are the specific mtigating inpacts on
sal non, steel head, other aquatic species including the
forest and the wetland? |s there a dedicated plan for
habitat restoration and mtigation? How would adult and
juvenil e aquatic species be able to mgrate downstream
when the damis closed? How w |l adult Pacific Lanprey
be able to mgrate upstream when the damis closed?

W1l the fish | adders accommodate adult Pacific Lanprey
passage? How will juvenile Lanprey be able to mgrate
downstream when the damis closed?

Wy is the Grand Mound gauge being used for dam
cl osure? How does using this gauge account for the
Skookunthuck and the Newaukum Ri ver sendi ng catastrophic
flood stages, while the upper basin and dam | ocation
does not ?

Thank you for allow ng me to nake comments.

M5. THOVSON:. Thank you, Kim

Ron, and then Cecelia, and then Donna Al bert.

Ron, state your nane and get started when you're
r eady.

MR, FI GLER-BARNES: M nane is Ron Figl er-Barnes
and |'mfrom El ma, Washi ngton.

Wth what ny son and wife just got done saying,
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there's not nuch for nme to say.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment. After
reviewm ng the EI'S several core technical difficulties
and efficacies remain. Firstly, the EIS doesn't talk
about the unmtigated inpacts for sal mon productivity
and basin scal e processes. Mdeling shows increased
thermal |oading, altering hydra grass (phonetic),
reduced sedi ment, as well as fragnentation of key life
hi story pat hways. Because the project conponents has
not submtted a conplete mtigation plan, there is no
guaranteed basis. There's no way that anyone can assess
the inpacts of the dam

Second, hydrol ogy nodeling shows limted fl ood
reduction effects. Several downstreamregions wll
experience absolutely next to no inprovenents. There
wll be, essentially, a flood plain protection for the
upper Chehalis, but nothing to do with the | ower.

Third, water quality inpacts are insufficiently
characterized. The reservoir operations are projected
to increase humdity and tenperature and will exceed ESA
species tolerance levels. The project wll effect
downstream dri nki ng water systems, as well ground water.
The EI'S |l acks enforceable and traceable thresholds to
adapt abl e managenent. There's no trigger for these

esour ces.
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Fourth, the project inposes substantial inpacts
to force land wildlife and carbonate storage (phonetic).
It will conpound the existing roads and harvest
pr obl ens.

Fifth, the EIS identifies significant inpacts to
tribal resources including fish production and cul tural
sites.

Finally, the cost analysis is inconplete.
Wthout a conplete cost analysis, there could be no
determ nati on about the expenditures of this dam

MS. THOVSON. Thank you, sir.

Next we have Cecelia, followed by Donna, and
Rebecca Durr.

Cecelia, go ahead.

M5. BOULAIS: M nanme is Cecelia Boulais and |
live at 36 Damtio Road in Qakville. That's the far
eastern part of Grays Harbor County. | live on a farm
of 80 acres. The eastern boundary of ny farmis the
river, so | believe that | live inside your study area.
This norning | talked to a fisherman by ny barn. He
didn't catch anything today. | also heard the Belted
Kingfisher. |It's a beautiful bird, it's blue and gray.
Li ke the osprey and the eagle, it lives on fish so it
needs the river and it needs the fish.

The way it does it is it perches on a tree high
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above the river and when it spots the fish, it makes a
big dive right down and spears it. |t needs trees next
to the river, not shrubs and bushes.

The second thing is that when it's tinme for it
to nest, it digs a hole in the bank with its beak and
nests along there, so it also needs a stable bank and
not up and down changes in the water levels |like the
FRE.

My question is, what inpact will this FRE have
on ny Kkingfisher during construction and operation? M
second question is, there's a proposal for a lot of fill
along the levee's for the airport and the Loui siana
Avenue, how nuch deeper will the non-trigger floods be
along ny farmwhen they fill that? Nunber 3, how nuch
| ess would it cost to build if this FRE was not
expendabl e? Nunber 5 -- or, 4, how nmany houses coul d be
and rai sed bought out for the billions that this wll
cost? And how much warmer in degrees will the water be
at ny reach the river when this is done?

My fishernen are having trouble finding fish,
pl ease don't make it warmer.

Thank you for the opportunity.

MS. THOVMSON:. Thank you, Cecelia.

Donna, and then we have Rebecca, and then Jon

Har wood.
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Donna, state your name and get started when
you' re ready.

MS. ALBERT: M nane is Donna Albert. | live
Mont esano, Washington. |'mconcerned that we see
oursel ves as separate fromnature, it's kind of part of
our culture and we have the allusion that we can fix
t hi ngs, you know, with our technol ogy or by building
things. W live sort of separate fromnature and we
don't realize how dependent we are on all the natural
systens that nake our lives possible on a global scale,
and yet we effect them by what we do locally, so

This -- this solution of the dam focuses on
hol di ng water back, but it's also degrading the
abilities of all these natural systens to absorb
carbon dioxide and it's a big biodiversity inpact. The
salnmon are so inportant to all of us here, they're part
of who we are. Anything that we do is going on effect
t he sal non because we're already -- we're already seeing
| ow stream fl ows and high tenperatures that wll get
worse as climtes change gets worse, so we need to do
everything we can to inprove streamflow and not have
t hose hi gh tenperatures.

What we're doing is making clinmate change worse,
meking it harder for the salnon, the other creatures,

and the whol e systemthat have to function in order for
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the earth to pull carbon di oxode into the atnosphere and
for us to continue to have everything we need to |ive,
so .
| just -- | just think that we're thinking to
narromy. |'mlooking at that map with the dark bl ue
showi ng the catastrophic flood event and | notice the
damonly makes a little difference on the edges. W
need to thing about the long termrather than do
sonet hi ng expensive that only makes a little bit of
difference. Thank you.
M5. THOVSON: Thank you.
We have Rebecca, and then John Harwood, and then
Ed Lagergren.
Rebecca, go ahead and state your nane and start
when you' re ready.
M5. DURR. Thank you, Department of Ecol ogy for
|istening to the public. | am Rebecca Durr and | live
I n Aberdeen. |'m speaking today against the proposed
Chehalis River dam
|f we accept the risks of flood plains, then why
don't we follow best practices to nmanage those risks
W thout resorting to very expensive boondoggl e danm ng
of rivers. There are many tributaries flowng into the

Chehalis R ver below the headwaters and we can't dam

themall. W can protect river properties with zoning
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whi ch restricts construction or paving. W can protect
ri parian zones along the rivers.

| al ways wonder why the Departnent of Ecol ogy
Chehal i s Basin (audio disruption) shows a wnding river
w th barely any trees or vegetation along the
riverbanks. It |ooks wong to ne. W can and shoul d
plant trees and native plants in all zones. This and
other alternatives to dans -- which have al ready shown
success here in the basin -- are nore cost effective
than a dam

I n addition, construction of this damwould go
on for years and cost billions of dollars. Aquatic
habi tat woul d be destroyed because soils woul d be
renmoved and conpacted, and vegetation including trees
woul d be w ped out. Those harnms m ght cause greater
flooding than ever, but what's alarmng to ne is that
both spring and fall run Chinook m ght be exterm nated.
That shoul d be enough to end damtalk. W' ve seen fish
return when dans are taken down, so why do we put -- why
do we want to put a damup? Thank you.

MS. THOVSON: Thank you.

We have John Harwood, and then Ed Lagergren, and
then Lee First.

John, go ahead and state your nanme and start

when you' re ready.
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MR HARWOOD: My name is John Harwood. |'ma
resident of Grays Harbor County out near Westport, but
very nmuch still in the Chehalis Basin. I'mtrying to
make my comments relevant to the EIS, which we're
di scussing tonight to so I'mgoing to give that a shot.

The deforestation of 800 acres or nore, Six
mles of river, 18 mles of secondary streans |eaves the
val |l ey conpletely vulnerable to the increasing drought
wth a changing climate. This EIS inadequately deals
w th the consequences of this structure during |ow flows
of the river. Planting fast grow ng, woody shrubs will
not be adequate. |If that worked, riparian managenent
zones on tinber sales would not be necessary. How would
this project get permts to renove the forest right down
to the river?

Second, the tenperature change at the facility
-- at the flood retention facility is very vague. It
needs to be a maxi numtenperature estimate and it needs
to consider the tenperature inpacts over the course of a
year and it should be revised over tinme as nore
I nformati on about climate change becomes available. And
then an analysis of the viability of sensitive species
to the maxi numtenperatures al so should be included.

And then finally, the mtigation neasures that

are -- are an entirely different docunent -- | finally
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di scovered -- if they are planned as they appear to be
in the Chehalis Basin strategy -- if they're planned
they should be included in the EIS, so the people can
I nclude themin their considerations.

That's all for now. Thank you very nuch.

MS. THOVBON:. Thanks, John.

Next we have Ed, and then Lee, and then Lia
Frenchnan.

Ed, go ahead and state your nane and you can
start when you're ready.

MR, LAGERGREN. M nane is Ed Lagergren. M wfe
own and operate Oak Meadows Buffal o Ranch out on the
Chehalis River across fromPorter. W have about 3,000
or so feet of river bed and sone of it's he eroding, but
' mnot going to talk about that today.

What 1'mgoing to be talking about is it seens
we have too nuch water and it runs off too fast. W
can't change the volune, but we can inprove retention.
And | guess -- when we have the flood valuable water is
just flushed out into the ocean and water has value. |If
you remenber the O d West, they had many wars over water
rights soit's valuable. Wat I'd like to -- one other
thing, the planned damis it retains water, but then it
just flushes is out to the ocean, so it doesn't realize

any value of the water. The dam/location is also one
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smal| spot in a big drainage basin. And so ny
understanding of stormcells is they could be anywhere,
so that's -- that's one of ny issues with it.

What 1"'mgoing to talk about here today is
proposing a change to the water laws to permt flood
wat er catch. Wat -- what |'m suggesting is that
private parties would be able to capture water during
floods and retainit. And this could be done in one of
threes ways -- there's probably nore -- the nost obvious
Is to have a gate and when the water cones up you close
the gate and the water fills your pond.

The second nethod woul d be to punp water up to a
hi gher elevation and retain it at a higher elevation.
The granddaddy of all punping irrigation is the Gand
Coul ee Dam That's what it was built for was to punp
water uphill to irrigate eastern Washington, so this is
not a far out idea.

The ot her nmethod would be to retain water in,
say, old gravel pits. dd gravel pits are porous, but
they coul d be seal ed and then you woul d nmanage the water
for its comercial value. You have new farners wthout
waters rights, that cannot get water rights, so they

could get floodwater rights and existing farmers that

don't have -- without traditional water rights, they
could capture water as well. And when you capture it
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and irrigate in the summer you enhance the sunmer river
flow, so that would be a benefit to the fish.

We have one last thing. The water retention
woul d be off of the main channel, so you wouldn't be
fooling with the fish and so forth.

Thank you very nuch.

MS. THOVSON:. Thank you, sir.

We have Lee First, and then we have Lia, and
t hen we have Robert Rao (phonetic).

Lee, go ahead when you're ready.

M5. FIRST: |'mLee First, Twin Harbors water
keeper. The recent floods would not have triggered the
closure of the flow through dam because the flow did
not reach 38,800 CFS of the Grand Mound gauge.

|'ve heard that the operation plans for the dam
is not finalized. Wo or howw Il the operation plan be
changed over tinme? WII the owner or operator, whoever
that is, be able to change the operation plan so that it
w || be deployed nore often? Wio wll own, operate, and
mai ntain the dan? And who will renove the sedi nent that
w || accunul ate behind the danf

At the online hearing |last week a former elected
official fromLewis County said that efforts to prevent
fl oods have been ongoing since 1933. Wat if in the

| ast 92 years there had been a concerted effort to nove
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peopl e out of harns way, elevate homes and busi nesses,
and manage headwater forces to optim ze their absorbing
qualities? Instead the amobunt of giant new fills in the
flood plain in Lews County, some right next to the
river, have continued at an alarmng rate. Wat if
Lewis County's dam against all odds, is built? W can
100 percent count on it being tested eventually, not by
one but by a series of storms |ike we saw | ast nonth.
What wi Il happen then? |f the tenporary reservoir fills
up fromthe first atnospheric river, will it be
overwhel med by a second or third storn?

Let's listen to our tribal friends. They are
| eaders in climate adaptation and they have |long held a
synmbiotic relationship with the water. Let's listen to
their wisdom Let's proceed with a proven, cost
effective method to address flooding that doesn't
I nvol ve a dam

Thank you.

M5. THOVBON: Thank you, Lee.

We have Lia, and then Robert, and then Mel anie
Rabagl i a.

MS. FRENCHVAN. My nane is Lia Frenchman. |'ma
Quinault Indian Nation Tribal Menber and | work for the
tribe. | heard a lot of simlar comments tonight, but I

want to nmake this part really clear. The EISis a
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really high level environnental overview of poor
projects. Miltiple tines |'ve heard people call this
out.

You have the natural resources, cultural
resources, tribal cultural resources, tribal resources,
and then treaty inpacts. The way that it's been
described in this EISis it's been broken up between
tribal resources and culture resources, and the depth of
the laws that effects all of those things are not truly
acknow edged in the way this is witten. It has kicked
down the line, there is section 106. Section 106 is the
National Hi storic Preservation Act that addresses
cul tural resources as a whole and includes tri bal
cultural resources. Cultural resources effect everyone
inthis room every famly that's cone and settled here,
fromthe tribes that have been here to the famlies who
ended up settling these areas in areas that they nmaybe
shoul dn't have agai nst better advice, but they still
did. They're still here, their history is just as nuch
a part of this and it needs to be included in this EIS.
It is a part of cultural resources.

The tribal cultural resources is ongoing and
because of that you do not have an area -- an APE -- and

you're noving forward with an inpact study that does not

have a formal APE. | know that you say you need to
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further define that for you to have that, but it just
seens that even though you have a study area how can you
truly assess the inpact of an APE when you don't have
one and don't know the whol e depth of the PCP (phonetic)
or the cultural resources for the everyone, for the
whol e community, and the for the tri bes.

And then last, of course, when it conmes to the
tribal resources in those treaty inpacts, the Quinault
I ndian Nation is the only treaty tribe in the southern
region -- and you guys don't need to say that all the
time -- but you need to renenber that in these
di scussions because that treaty has existed |onger than
this state and it's been here for too long for to you
i gnore the differences between all these resources that
exi st out there. That's all | have to say.

MS. THOVSON: Thank you.

Next we have Robert, and then Melanie, and then
Kristen Phillips.

Robert, go ahead.

MR RAC M nane is Robert Rao. |'ma resident
of Elma. For starters |'d like to say that the
i nformati on we've seen so far definitively defines the
decline of Chinook salnon, both spring and fall runs, as
a product of this dam It seens to acknow edge that,

even though they are threatened, this will be final nail
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inthe coffin for them W already |lose two-thirds to
three-quarters of our Chinook sal non, both fall and
spring, to Canada and Alaska. Wth that small group
left, that should be the priority of all of this because
everything revol ves around the salnon; all the animals
that live along the river, all the people that recreate
by catching these fish, the comercial people that catch
these fish when they're allowed to by the State.

The only people that are benefiting by the dam
are the people in the flood plains along I-5. A lot of
t hi ngs coul d have been done to help people who live in
the flood plains, such as relocation or raising their
property onto stilts through | evee production. That has
not been explored and the noney that this project would
entail could easily be used to solve those problens.

The only people that this benefits are the commrerci al
interests in Lews County along the I5 corridor, the
peopl e that have commercially built property there and
made sure that they've had a high enough pad to

w t hst and damage fromthe floods. That shouldn't be the
peopl e that benefit fromthis project. The overwhel m ng
amount of people who have spoken about this project,
have expressed di smay, and di sagreenent with the further

devel opnent of this.

| think that it really looks -- it |ooks -- you
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have to | ook at who's benefiting fromthis; who's
driving in this project, who's trying to shove this down
the throats of people that don't want it. | believe
that the State could do a better job with the billions
of dollars that this would entail.

Not only that, that's the figure that they're
giving us now. How nuch is that going to go up in the
future with the rises in everything; construction costs,
materials, and labor? The reality is is that that noney
could go to a lot better use in actually protecting the
peopl e of our State from flood danmage by doi ng ot her
flood mtigation projects.

Thank you for your tine.

MS. THOVSON. Thank you, sir.

Mel anie, and then Kristen Phillips, and then

Christine LiWnn,

MS. RABAGLIA: |'m Rebecca Rabaglia. | live in
Elma. |'ve testified before, six years ago. | was here
a week or so ago in Chehalis. | understand better about

what you'd like us to focus on, so today |'ve conme back
after | reviewed the EIS and |'ve | ooked at the cultural
report and the recreational report. | take exception

and | find flaws, otherw se known as gaps, in these

reports.
Starting with the cultural; it states that it
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could be listed on resources of 50 years or older. In
2.2.3.3 you tal k about the Chehalis Basin in the
pre-contract and the tribal significance of the sal mon
run. In 2.2.4.3 in the Chehalis Basin you tal k about
the historical setting, which is the Rainbow Falls State
Park. And then in 2.2.8 you tal k about traditional
cultural places, which is the tribal focus. You know,
that applies to nonnative folks too. Lia talked earlier
about there's culture issues with white people also in
this area, just saying.

You went into a whole thing about the study area
has been and continues to be an inportant travel
corridor tribal and processing center and habitation
center for the tribes. No, it's for white people and
ot her people too; Mexicans. O her people have used
t hese areas historically, culturally, traditionally.

You go on to say that it's highly sensitive area
for traditional and cultural properties. How about al
peopl e? There's a |lot of people who have been born and
rai sed around this place and have their ceneteries there
that are just in their yards. There is no recognized
need for this project.

It goes on to tal k about how inpact should be
avoi ded whenever possible, if inmpacts could not be

avoi ded sites will require adequate mtigation to
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acknowl edge the inpacts to reserved treaty rights on
fishes, especially salnmon. Let's discuss the sal non.
Nobody cares about the salnon and the cultural inpacts,
SO .

In those recreational areas you do the sane
thing. You toss out some nunbers and then you tell us
fish is culturally significant to all the famlies of
the basin. The EIS does not address all of the people.
Thank you for addressing the tribal issues, but we've
been here too, we fish for this area too. | know of
peopl e who won't go out fishing if they can't fish too,
it's not worth it. |It's their famly deal.

Thanks.

MS. THOVSON: Thank you.

Next we have Kristen, Christine, and then our
| ast person on this list is JimWbber.

Kristen, go ahead.

MS. PH LLIPS: M name is Kristin Phillips and
|'ma resident of Hoquiam Washington. And so | know
they asked us to address the EIS, | just want to get on
the record to say |I'mconcerned of citizen of Hoqui am
and | am opposed to the proposed action. | believe that

the costs of the action highly outweighs any of the

benefits.
Specifically in regards to the EIS, | firmy
Page 39
,:“ Capitol Pacific Reporting, Inc. scheduling@capitolpacificreporting.com

800.407.0148


https://www.capitolpacificreporting.com

© 00 N oo o1 A W DN P

N N N N NN B B P P P P P PP
g A W N P O © 0O N O U M W N B O

CHEHALIS RIVER BASIN FLOOD DAMAGE
Public Hearing - January 13, 2026

believe that the EISis insufficiently or grossly

underestimates the ecol ogi cal inpacts of the proposed

dam | intend to submt these conments in greater
detail in witing, so I'll keep a nore broad comment
ri ght now.

For one, the EIS underestimtes the inmpact due
to i nappropriate assunptions and in some cases
| nappropriate nodels of use in climtic nodels and
hydraulic nodels. They al so underestinmate the inpacts
to terrestrial wildlife, both while during the
construction period and post-flooding. For exanple,

t hey have an insufficient construction businesses that
are used. They don't use appropriate noise construction
until terrestrial listed species occur in the area.

They also -- | do not think that sufficient alternative
pl ans were considered. And then also when | think about
my Quinault neighbors, | think about the treaty reserve
rights that were established in 1856 and | think about

It specifically to the mtigation plan.

One, it was ny understanding that treaty rights
can't be mtigated. You either uphold themor you
don't. They're not sonething that can actually be
mtigated.

Lastly, | know that folks had said the

meditation plan is done, but nmy comment is how can you
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sufficiently assess the inpact of the project wthout
havi ng established mtigation plans? It says in
multiple places in the EIS that the mtigation proposed
-- for exanple, "The service water quality mtigation

pl an suggests inpacts, however, there's uncertainty
around whether the inplementation of a planis
technically feasible and economcally practical." This
I's repeated on multiple occasions throughout the EIS, so
we can't assess the inpact. |'mout of time, thanks.

MS. THOVSON:. Thanks, Kristen.

Christine and then we have Ji m Webber.
Christine, go ahead when you're ready.

M5. LIWNN. Good evening. |'mChristine LiWnn.
|'ma Quinault tribal menber and | conme here today with
my children Col eia (phonetic), Jack, and Layona
(phonetic), age 7, age 9, age 12. You know, you could
take a | ook at me and you can see that I'mnot a full
blood Indian. M nother is a German Anerican, her
famly came to this county in the late 1800's hundreds
and so when | hear all of these people get up and talk
about it's not just an Indian issue, that's right it's
not. My nother dug clans here, her famly dug clans

here, they fished in these rivers just |ike ny people

have.
Consistently we have heard, "W do not want this
Page 41
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dam Consi stently you have heard, "W are concerned

about the extinction of the king salnon on this river

and ot her species," because this damas a fatal blow
Your report clearly states that. Talk about the

cultural resources and the damage that is studied.

| recall when | was about this girls age -- six
or seven years old -- | listened to ny uncle, Chief
A iver Mason -- and he nade the statement that he did

not want to show pictures of salnon to his children and
grandchi | dren because they'd never see one in real life.
That's the reality of what we're tal king about here.
These children have been fortunate enough to see king

salnon and spring salnon in this river, but wll their

children? | renmenber when | was her age and | heard ny
uncle say that, | thought it was funny. | was |ike,
"What's he tal king about? |[|'ve seen them" And now I

under stand what ny uncle was tal king about 60 years ago,
50 years ago, since tinme nenorial.

When the federal government put that bridge on
the Quinault River, our Sockeye's went down from
mllions of fish a year down to 200,000 a year, and now
we're down into just the tens of thousands a year. W
can't continue to destroy the earth. W can't continue
to have no care for all our relations. Wen we people

tal k about all our relations it includes everybody in
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this room but it also includes the birds, the fish in
the river, the animals on the land. W have to care.
It cannot be acceptable to nake a species extinct.

Thank you.

MS. THOVSON:. Thank you.

Ji m Webber ?

MR. WEBBER: | appreciate this opportunity to
provide comment. M nane is JimWbber. |'ma

vol unteer for a state organization called Center for

Environmental Law and Policy. They'll be submtting
witten comments. |'mhere comrenting on ny own behal f
t oni ght.

| want to talk about two issues; mtigation and
the flood plain devel opnment nmanagenent regul ations.

Wth respect to nmanagenment of flood plains; on
this day, January 13th, 2011, ESA Adol phson (phonetic)
submtted a report to whoever was the flood nanagenent
person at that tine that building off an analysis from
2009 fl ood plains should be managed for zero rise. |If
you were going to allow any construction in the flood
pl ains, than a one-to-one conpensatory storage should be
provi ded, so .

Several years later, April 2015, another
consul tant was hired and their recomendati on; stop

building in the flood plain. So now here we are ten
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years later still building in the flood plains. And
anot her consultant was hired and reported this sumer, |
believe -- 2025 -- "Well we shoul d devel op a nodel
ordi nance and we need inproved flood plain nanagenent
standards."” Now, what this, | think, says is, nunber 1,
be the | ocal governments are not taking the need to
manage their flood plains seriously. They keep hearing
t he sane nessages, except now the nessage is being vague
out so that, well, maybe we can get themto accept it.

But what's -- | nean, this nmeans a coupl e of
things: Nunmber 1, they're hoping that state and federal
t axpayers will pay for the managenent that they don't
want to do. And why should -- you know, fromthe
standpoi nt of the taxpayers, why should they pay for
flood plains that |ocal governments aren't wlling to
take care of ?

The other thing | wanted to say is mtigation.
They are supposed to informthe public and deci sion
makers about environnmental inpacts. Repeatedly the EIS
says, "Well, we don't know whether mtigation is going
to be technically feasible or even affordable, so we're
not going to talk about it here." So what that means is

we really don't know what the inmpacts of this project

are going to be. If you look at the EIS as it stands
and if you care at all about the fish, | don't see how
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you coul d possibly nove forward with this project.
Thank you for this opportunity.

MS. THOVSON: Thank you, sir.

That's everybody on ny list. Aaron, do you have
any other nanes?

Ckay. We have one nore.

Luc Lanarche?

MR. LAMARCHE: Thanks. M nane is Luc Lamarche.
|'ma Lewms County resident. |'ma civil engineer by
education and | found nmy way into being an advocate for
beavers. Mst of ny work is in kind of building a
bri dge between people and beaver to find ways to
coexist. In that process that |'ve learned the -- a |ot
of interactivity between species. [I'mcurious if the
EI'S considers the wildlife passage considerations of
beavers noving through that structure during different
water levels. | want to report that the popul ation of
beavers has been rapidly reboundi ng since their near
extinction one hundred years ago, and it's been said
t hat beavers taught salnmon how to junp as a fun way of
noting their time in nmenorial relationship with the
devel opnent of sal non habitat.

|"'mcurious if the EI'S considers what m ght
happen with the if the passage of beaver upstreaminto

800 or so acres, into those highly, kind of, rearing
Page 45

MR, Capitol Pacific Reporting, Inc. scheduling@capitolpacificreporting.com

800.407.0148


https://www.capitolpacificreporting.com

© 00 N oo o1 A W DN P

N N N N NN B B P P P P P PP
g A W N P O © 0O N O U M W N B O

CHEHALIS RIVER BASIN FLOOD DAMAGE
Public Hearing - January 13, 2026

habitats m ght negatively effect the reboundi ng beaver
popul ation, also nmoving fromthe mainsteminto new
territory mght be effected by the construction of that
dam

The second thing that | want to just ask -- |
haven't gotten to the end of the EIS report -- but |I'm
curious if the environnmental inpact of this dam has been
consi dered through its service life. | recently
travelled to Japan where their Asian population is not
being replaced by the youth. Their econony is really
struggling and their inheriting an infrastructure
hangover that | think my generation has been struggling
as engineers. The weight of our grandparents huge
concrete dreans now coming to termis a burden that we
didn't ask for but we have to deal with. Centralized,
hi gh tech, expensive projects disconnect us on a
personal human | evel and force us to be searching for
billion dollar solutions. I'mcurious if the report
even is considering what m ght happen if we don't have
peak society funding and technology to deal with this
damif it happened to crunble into the water.

Thank you.

MS. THOVSON. Thank you, sir.
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Adj ourn

MS. THOVSON: That's the end of the fol ks who
have signed up on the list. W still have nore time, so
i f there's anyone who wants to nmake a comment who did
not get a chance to let me know and maybe just raise
your hand. How about anybody who has al ready made
a comment and wants to cone back and share nore? Ckay.
We're not just going to stare at you.

W' ve got a couple things to just say to kind of
wap up here. W're going to be here until 8:00 so if
anybody conmes and, you know, naybe they were busy and
wanted to show up at 7:55, so we will be here but you
don't have to stay unless you want to. Let ne just --
perfect, Aaron, you're on it.

As we said before, all the coments that are
received in any form-- those that were spoken tonight,
those that were sent in, those received during our --
our virtual neeting, any form-- they will all be
wei ghted equally and they will all be transcribed and
avai |l abl e onl i ne.

If you'd like to send witten comments renenber
those are due by February 4th at 11:59 p.m. You can

send themto the address on the screen and you can al so
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provi de comments online using Ecol ogy e-coment form and
that's the URL for it on the screen.

Al'l the coments that are received at this
meeting and at other hearings that have been held online
-- Decenber 11th, January 8th, and in-person on January
6th, and then the in-person nmeeting we will have next
week on the 21st -- along with the all the witten
coments received and postnmarked no |ater than February
4th will be part of the official hearing record for the
final environnental inpact statenment for the Chehalis
Basin Fl ood Reduction Project. As Meg (phonetic) said
In addition to these conments, ecology will also be
consi dering the comments that were received on the
initial draft EIS that was issued in 2020.

Ecology will respond to all the comments
received when the final EISis issued and will also send
notices about availability of the final EIS and a |i st
of a couple of the -- the ways that those notices wll
be sent.

Everyone who provided witten or oral testinony
or oral comments on this draft revised EI'S, you'll
receive notice if you gave us your contact information.
Everybody that signed in for today's neeting and
provided an e-nmail address will be notified, and

everyone that provided comments on the draft EIS in
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2020, and then other interested parties on the agency
mailing list for the proposal.

Ecology is anticipating that the final EIS wll
be issued in August of 2026 and it will contain anong
other; things the agencies response to questions and
| ssues of concern that were submitted during this public
coment period. |If you would Iike to receive notice of
this and did not provide your contact infornation, |et
one of the staff at the nmeeting know and they wite that
down for you. You can also view online ecologies open
house which is on the website.

Wth that | think we are -- are happy to have
folks stick around if you' d like to wait for others, but
ot herwi se we can cl ose out tonight.

Fran, any |ast words?

MR, SANT: No. Thank you again for being here.
Thank you all of you for having the courage to cone to
the mcrophone. | know public speaking is not an easy

thing and it's really hel pful to our process, so thank

you.
Addi tional Public Comment
MR, LAGERGREN. M nane is Ed Lagergren and |
comented earlier. | think I'd like to clarify a couple
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of things. One the -- the idea of floodwater capture is
basically you're building ponds, which how could you be
against the that? This is fromthe Conservation

Commi ssi on Publication.

|f you allowed people to capture floodwater, it
woul d be basin wi de and not in just one specific
| ocation. You would capture the water and it has
comercial value, so if you have a facility to capture
wat er and you had some farmer that didn't have a water
right you could truck that water to the farnmer and
settle the water. It would be a comodity |ike sawdust,
or beauty bark, or whatever.

It would -- it would give peopl e another option
for a livelihood, I guess, to make a living. |It's
probably not going to happen imedi ately, but over tine
maybe it woul d beconme an industry.

| think that's all | wanted to say. | guess |
wanted to say this would be a basin wi de situation and
it would be the start of an industry, a water -- water

I ndustry. Thank you very nuch.
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resi ding at Montesano, do hereby certify;

That the foregoing proceedi ngs were taken before ne
and thereafter reduced to a typed fornmat under ny
direction; that the transcript is a full, true and
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Pages 1 through 51;

That as a CCRin this state, | am bound by the Rul es
of Conduct as Codified in WAC 308-14-130; that court
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to all parties on equal terns;
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That upon conpl etion of signature, if required, the
original transcript will be securely sealed and the sane
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this 27th day of January, 2026.
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Certified Stenographic ReEporter
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