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Comments about Cap-and-Invest Linkage :svees

Updated October 2025 state of Washington

Ecology has been seeking comments on carbon market linkage since early 2023. We began by engaging

Tribal governments and seeking input from the Environmental Justice Council. We then continued
engagement with interested parties and the broader public. During this time, Ecology offered several
opportunities to provide input on linkage and related topics. Comment periods are summarized below.

Tribal governments: ongoing since early 2023
Ecology has held several forums for Tribal government staff since early 2023 and also invited a
Government-to-Government consultation. Tribal forums are not recorded.

Environmental Justice Council: ongoing since early 2023

Ecology staff have presented and joined discussions about linkage at several Environmental Justice
Council meetings and regularly participate in CCA Committee meetings. Meeting notes and recordings
are posted on the Environmental Justice Council website.

The Environmental Justice Council submitted a letter to Ecology on Oct. 26, 2023 with their comments
about linkage. View the letter: Environmental Justice Council Letter to Ecology RE — Linkage

Linkage exploratory phase: January - May 2023
During this phase, Ecology sought broad input on linkage through surveys, online listening sessions,
meetings, and emails.

e Ecology incorporated a summary of all of the input received during the exploratory phase in the
Preliminary Analysis Report (in Appendix C). The report also includes Ecology’s initial evaluation
of the linkage criteria from the CCA.

e Review the compilation of all the comments we received during the exploratory phase. Some
comments we received include graphics that are not accessible to a screen reader. Please

contact us at CCALinkage@ecy.wa.gov for assistance with accessibility.
e Recordings of the 2023 listening sessions are available as well: March 16, March 29, April 18.

Carbon Market Linkage Bill: October - December 2024

To help align certain aspects of Washington’s Cap-and-Invest Program with the programs in California
and Québec, Ecology developed agency request legislation in fall 2023 and asked for input on the draft
legislative proposal. The legislation was introduced in the 2024 Washington Legislative session as SB
6058 and HB 2201. SB 6058 passed the Legislature and Governor Inslee signed it into law in March 2024.

e Comments on the draft bill submitted through our online SmartComments system are available
at: Cap-and-Invest Bill and Cap-and-Invest Program updates
o Some comments were submitted by email and are not posted in SmartComments.

e Review the Environmental Justice Assessment for the 2024 Agency Request Legislation



https://ecology.wa.gov/air-climate/climate-commitment-act/cap-and-invest/linkage
https://waportal.org/partners/environmental-justice-council/environmental-justice-council-meetings
https://waportal.org/sites/default/files/2024-01/Environmental%20Justice%20Council%20Letter%20to%20Ecology%20RE%20-%20Linkage.pdf
https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/publications/summarypages/2314005.html
https://ecology.wa.gov/linkage_comments_spring2023
mailto:CCALinkage@ecy.wa.gov
https://youtu.be/Op-6hy2PEt8?si=PZwuL_Be2W-ZMtdi
https://youtu.be/eILFpECkKGM?si=sEiNtxZNvXNi5dH5
https://youtu.be/Tvdw_xcjICQ?si=fpvUR-Slis86VWo3
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=6058&Initiative=false&Year=2023
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=6058&Initiative=false&Year=2023
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=2201&Chamber=House&Year=2023
https://ecology.commentinput.com/comment/extra?id=DZkcTh76H
https://ecology.commentinput.com/comment/extra?id=sDURMSudT
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapps.ecology.wa.gov%2Fpublications%2FSummaryPages%2F2414001.html&data=05%7C02%7Cgrji461%40ECY.WA.GOV%7Cfa443314ff0d46ae0f7b08dcd382af40%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C638617805451083905%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=qpiGkVXPFqKridfwhD6%2BjDab4Lma0v1Z4ell7ZwObFI%3D&reserved=0

Rulemaking: ongoing since April 2024

In April 2024, Ecology began a rulemaking process to amend certain provisions in the Cap-and-Invest
Program rules necessary for linkage. To date we have held numerous informal comment periods for the
rulemaking. Visit the Cap-and-Invest Program Updates and Linkage rulemaking webpage for links to
comments we received and recordings of public meeting.

Linkage agreement: November 2024 — March 2025
In November 2024, we asked for input on the linkage agreement. We are using that input to inform our
discussions of a draft linkage agreement with California and Québec.

e Nov. 21, 2024 through March. 31, 2025: Comments on linkage agreement

Additional opportunities
WEe’ll hold a public hearing and ask for input again on the draft agreement.

Please sign up for the Climate Commitment Act email list to receive notifications about future comment
periods or visit the Cap-and-Invest linkage webpage.

Washington Department of Ecology updated October 23, 2025


https://ecology.wa.gov/regulations-permits/laws-rules-rulemaking/rulemaking/wac-173-441-446-cap-and-invest-program-updates-and-linkage
https://ecology.commentinput.com/comment/extra?id=SCVtpWR6s
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/WAECY/subscriber/new?topic_id=WAECY_15
https://ecology.wa.gov/Air-Climate/Climate-Commitment-Act/Cap-and-invest/Linkage
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