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Northwest Regional Forecast:
Sum of regional utility plans

• Annual update on the evolving state of the 
Northwest power system

• Information provided by utilities and the 
Bonneville Power Administration

• Tracks trends using consistent assumptions 
for annual energy, winter and summer peak

• Power Act footprint (WA, OR, ID, western MT)
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Load forecast compared 
to previous forecasts

21,000

24,000

27,000

30,000

33,000

36,000

39,000

42,000

45,000

2023-24 2024-25 2025-26 2026-27 2027-28 2028-29 2029-30 2030-31 2031-32 2032-33 2033-34 2034-35

En
er

gy
 a

M
W

 o
r P

ea
k 

M
W

PNUCC Reporting Year (August through July)

2025 Load Forecast Compared to Previous Forecasts
2025 (solid line), 2024 (large dash), 2023 (small dash) and 2022 (dotted line)

Winter Peak MW (January)

Summer Peak MW (August)

Annual Energy aMW
July 2024 Peak

Jan 2025 Peak

Note: Expected (1-in-2) load net of energy efficiency 
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Ambitious resource acquisition plans
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Estimated Online Date (Calendar Year)

Cumulative Needed Future Resources Generic Renewables

Wind

Solar

Offshore Wind &
Enhanced Geothermal
Systems
Renewables-Plus-Battery

Battery & Pumped
Storage

Peaking Capacity *

*includes peaker plants fueled by natural gas, 
biodiesel and generic capacity 
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An evolving mix of long-term acquisitions
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New Build Acquisitions

Small Hydro

Wind

Solar

Solar-Plus- 4-hr Battery

 4-hr Battery

Peaking Capacity

* includes committed resources under construction

2020-2026 Cumulative Nameplate
Renewables + Wind + Solar = 3.5 GW
Peaking Capacity + Battery + Solar and Battery = 1.6 GW
Total  = 5.1 GW
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Hydro (low water)  Nuclear
 Wind  Solar
 Other Renewables & Renewables-Plus-Battery  Natural Gas
 Coal  Demand Response
 Imports & Small Thermal & Cogen  Load
Requirements (Load + 16% PRM + Exports)
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Similar forecasted resource gaps in 
winter and summer peak hours

Aug 2025 Gap
~1,500

Summer Peak  (August) Winter Peak  (January)

Gap

Aug 2034 Gap
~13,900

Jan 2026 Gap
~1,300

Jan 2035 Gap
~13,700

Notes: 
• Does not include needed future resources
• Expected (1-in-2) load net of energy efficiency 
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Thank you!

Bringing the POWER of good ideas TOGETHER

The Northwest Regional Forecast can be found at pnucc.org

Crystal Ball
Executive Director 
crystal@pnucc.org

https://www.pnucc.org/
mailto:aliza@pnucc.org
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