DEPARTMENT OF

==l ECOLOGY
T

State of Washington

Department of Ecology Unmanned Aerial
Systems (UAS) Project Description and Checklist

Shorelands and Environmental Assistance Program - Wetlands Section
Ecology Program Name

Coastal Wetlands Restoration
Project Title

Heather Kapust 360-819-3469
Ecology Project Manager Name Phone Number
n/a

Ecology Unit Supervisor Name Phone Number
Lauren Driscoll 360-584-5107
Ecology Section Manager Name Phone Number
Joenne McGerr 360-870-1913
Ecology Program Manager Name Phone Number

Type of UAS operation (select one)

v Ecology owned and operated Brad McMillan
Contracted UAS Pilot(s) in Command (if known)
Volunteer (not an Ecology employee) 564-200-2415
Phone
FAA Remote Pilot Certified v Yes No*
Ecology Certified v Yes No*

* If No, certification by both FAA and Ecology is required prior to approval of project

Reason for using UAS

Ecology and our federal partners are making significant investments in coastal wetland restoration
projects and aerial drone photos and videos would be very useful for monitoring the restoration
effectiveness over time.

Site photographs, video documentation, and mapping/orthomosaics will be captured during drone

flights. These will aid in monitoring restoration efforts as well as be used in
communications/outreach.

Project site location description Please include latitude and longitude if known

Two initial project sites are proposed:

Port Susan Bay - Snohomish County
48.204577, -122.366876

Smith Creek - Pacific County
46.414680, -123.860840
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Project Description/Purpose Please include communication strategy if applicable

Both projects are for coastal wetlands restoration, using USFWS funding from the National Coastal
Wetlands Conservation program. Port Susan Bay is managed by the Nature Conservancy and
Smith Creek is managed by the Pacific Conservation District. Ecology, USFWS, and both partner
entities are interested in obtaining drone imagery over time to document before/after restoration
and the progress and effectiveness of the restoration work over time. These projects are
scheduled to begin construction in summer 2023, and before imaging would need to occur soon.

Images/video may be used by any/all of the project partners for various communication and social
media purposes. Both sites are rural and extensive landowner outreach is not necessary. All
landowners for both project sites are willingly partnering on restoration and there are no other
nearby neighboring landowners that would be impacted by drone flights.

Scheduled Dates of Projects

7/1/2023 ongoing
Project Start Date Project End Date
Does airspace require LAANC approval or authorization by FAA or Air Traffic
Control? Yes No
Will UAS be used regularly during project? Yes No
Type of data to be collected
v Environmental monitoring Structure-from-motion (S5fM)
4 Mapping/Orthomosaic 4 Photography/Videography
v’ site Photos Lidar
Temperature/Thermal imaging Other
If applicable, Ecology has approved a Quality Assurance Project Plan (QAPP)
for monitoring projects that include data collection with a UAS Yes Y N/A
Project Checklist

v’ Pilot in command (PIC) has FAA Part 107 certification, and the training necessary to operate the
UAS used in this project

Proper notification and permissions (LAANC or FAA/ATC permission) will be received if UAS
flight will occur in controlled airspace. v/ N/A

4 Project team has reviewed and understands the Department of Ecology UAS Policy 22-06
(applies to Ecology employees only).

v PIC has provided the Project Manager with a copy of the UAS Standard Operating
Procedure (SOP).

4 Project team has read The National Telecommunications and Information Administration’s
(NTIA) document “Voluntary Best Practices for UAS Privacy, Transparency, and Accountability”
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Date: 2023.06.08 13:17:29 -07'00"
Ecology UAS Coordinator
Digitally signed by Kapust,

Kapust, Heather (ECY) Heather (ECY)
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Ecology Project Manager

Digitally signed by Driscoll, Lauren

Driscoll, Lauren (ECY) (EcY)
Date: 2023.06.08 14:24:34 -07'00'

Ecology Supervisor or Manager
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Ecology Program Manager
W SO Y 1. Date: 2023.06.20
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Ecology Deputy Director

Digitally signed by Joenne McGerr
Date: 2023.06.09 08:33:40 -07'00'

6/8/23
Date

Date

Date

6/9/2023
Date

6/20/23
Date

NOTE: Proper documentation of project and UAS use must be included on Ecology’s Drones
- Washington State Department of Ecology website after approval of this checklist and project

according to Ecology’s UAS Policy 22-06

ADA Accessibility

The Department of Ecology is committed to providing people with disabilities access to infor-
mation and services by meeting or exceeding the requirements of the Americans with Disabilities
Act (ADA), Section 504 and 508 of the Rehabilitation Act, and Washington State Policy #188.

To request an ADA accommodation, contact Ecology by phone at 564-200-2415 or email at
brad.mcmillan@ecy.wa.gov. For Washington Relay Service or TTY call 711 or 877-833-6341. Visit

Ecology's website for more information.


https://ecology.wa.gov/About-us/Accountability-transparency/Drones
https://ecology.wa.gov/About-us/Accountability-transparency/Drones
mailto:brad.mcmillan%40ecy.wa.gov?subject=
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