
Welcome to the open house for the 
Shoreline Management Act 
rulemaking proposal
October 22, 2026



Staff supporting this event
Misty Blair

Kayla Stevenson
Charlotte Dohrn

Kai Parker 
Jen Ugas

Jackie Chandler
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Agenda

1. Open house/questions and answers

2. Presentation

3. Public hearing

4. Next steps
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Zoom logistics
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If you’re calling in
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• Press *, then 9 to 
raise and lower 
your hand.

• Press *, then 6 to 
mute and 
unmute.



How to edit your name

1. Click the “Participants” icon 
at the bottom of the Zoom 
window. 

2. Select the “…” next to your 
name to open the options 
menu. 

3. Click “Rename,” then type 
your name and affiliation. 

6



Getting help with Zoom

Calling in?  Press *9 to raise your 
hand if you need assistance.

Can’t hear us? Need other help? 
Send a help request
through the chat box 
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Open house
Ask questions by raising your virtual 

hand or typing them in the Q&A
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Break
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The presentation and hearing will begin at 6:00



Welcome to the hearing for the 
Shoreline Management Act 
Rulemaking proposal

October 22, 2026



Staff supporting this event
Misty Blair

Charlotte Dohrn 
Jen Ugas

Jackie Chandler
Rebecca Rothwell
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Presentation 
outline

1 Shoreline Management Overview

2 SMA Rulemaking Overview
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Key changes3



Shoreline Management Act (SMA) 
Chapter 90.58 RCW

Protect environment & 
public health

Promote public access Plan for shoreline uses



Shoreline Management Act 
(SMA)

WA Administrative Code 
(WAC)

Shoreline master programs 
(SMP)
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State and local partnerships

Administer the day-to-day 
implementation of the SMP

Develop Shoreline Guidelines 
(chapter 173-26 WAC) and 

implementation rules (chapter 
173-27 WAC) Develop Shoreline Master 

Program tailored to local 
conditions 

Review and approve shoreline 
master program



What shorelines are 
subject to the SMA?

Waterbodies:
• All marine waters
• Stream and rivers >20 CFS mean 

annual flow
• Lakes 20 acres or larger

Upland Areas:
• Upland areas at least 200 feet landward 

from the edge of these waters
• All associated wetlands and river deltas
• Some or all of the 100-year floodplain
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Shoreline jurisdiction 
The area where the SMA and shoreline master programs apply
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New rules will 
change 
requirements 
for the next 
round of SMP 
periodic 
reviews.
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SMA rulemaking 
overview
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Why are we amending these rules?

Address issues identified through reviewing, adopting, and 
implementing shoreline master programs (SMPs).

Specify how local governments must address the impact of sea 
level rise and increased storm severity in SMPs.
(RCW 90.58.630/HB 1181)
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SMA rulemaking timeline
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Rulemaking documents
Available for comment
 Proposed rules 

(Chapter 173-18 WAC, Chapter 173-20 WAC, Chapter 
173-22 WAC, Chapter 173-26 WAC, Chapter 173-27 WAC)

 Preliminary Regulatory Analysis
 SEPA documentation

• Supporting documents
• Overview
• Summary of Proposed SMA Rule Amendments by 

revision type

Rulemaking webpage: ecology.wa.gov/sma-rulemaking  22

https://ecology.wa.gov/getattachment/4237a233-65a6-402a-abbc-9d920dff047d/173-18-RDS-7306-2-For-Filing.pdf
https://ecology.wa.gov/getattachment/4237a233-65a6-402a-abbc-9d920dff047d/173-18-RDS-7306-2-For-Filing.pdf
https://ecology.wa.gov/getattachment/4237a233-65a6-402a-abbc-9d920dff047d/173-18-RDS-7306-2-For-Filing.pdf
https://ecology.wa.gov/getattachment/5f0cca5c-5b38-4c09-8fde-fe31c7d295f4/173-20-RDS-7307-2-For-Filing.pdf
https://ecology.wa.gov/getattachment/5f0cca5c-5b38-4c09-8fde-fe31c7d295f4/173-20-RDS-7307-2-For-Filing.pdf
https://ecology.wa.gov/getattachment/5f0cca5c-5b38-4c09-8fde-fe31c7d295f4/173-20-RDS-7307-2-For-Filing.pdf
https://ecology.wa.gov/getattachment/f4b932f5-7b53-4772-8715-451ab3da15f3/173-22-RDS-7308-1-For-Filing.pdf
https://ecology.wa.gov/getattachment/f4b932f5-7b53-4772-8715-451ab3da15f3/173-22-RDS-7308-1-For-Filing.pdf
https://ecology.wa.gov/getattachment/f4b932f5-7b53-4772-8715-451ab3da15f3/173-22-RDS-7308-1-For-Filing.pdf
https://ecology.wa.gov/getattachment/f4b932f5-7b53-4772-8715-451ab3da15f3/173-22-RDS-7308-1-For-Filing.pdf
https://ecology.wa.gov/getattachment/d4b465ab-c0b3-46ba-9571-bbc4e74ea2fe/173-26-RDS-7309-2-For-Filing.pdf
https://ecology.wa.gov/getattachment/d4b465ab-c0b3-46ba-9571-bbc4e74ea2fe/173-26-RDS-7309-2-For-Filing.pdf
https://ecology.wa.gov/getattachment/d4b465ab-c0b3-46ba-9571-bbc4e74ea2fe/173-26-RDS-7309-2-For-Filing.pdf
https://ecology.wa.gov/getattachment/4584896f-7fea-459e-932f-d27fe916cc2d/173-27-RDS-7310-2-For-Filing.pdf
https://ecology.wa.gov/getattachment/4584896f-7fea-459e-932f-d27fe916cc2d/173-27-RDS-7310-2-For-Filing.pdf
https://ecology.wa.gov/getattachment/4584896f-7fea-459e-932f-d27fe916cc2d/173-27-RDS-7310-2-For-Filing.pdf
https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/publications/SummaryPages/2606019.html
https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/publications/SummaryPages/2606019.html
https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/separ/Main/SEPA/Record.aspx?SEPANumber=202603712
https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/separ/Main/SEPA/Record.aspx?SEPANumber=202603712
https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/publications/SummaryPages/2606018.html
https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/publications/SummaryPages/2606018.html
https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/publications/SummaryPages/2606021.html
https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/publications/SummaryPages/2606021.html
https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/publications/SummaryPages/2606021.html


Recognizing proposed changes 
Existing sections with proposed changes: 
• Marked as AMENDATORY SECTION at the start of the section.
• New proposed text shown with underline
• Text proposed to be deleted is shown with double parentheses and 

strikeout.
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Recognizing new sections 
New sections: 
• Marked as NEW SECTION at the start of the section.
• Text is all new and not shown in underline.
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Key rule changes
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Summary of Proposed SMA Rule Amendments by Revision Type
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Topics addressed in the proposed rules

Shoreline stabilization

Critical areas protection

Vegetation conservation
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Rule changes addressing SMP implementation

Permitting and exemptions

Enforcement

Tracking and monitoring SMP 
implementation
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Sea level rise and increased storm severity 
Overarching requirement to identify areas projected to be exposed to hazards and 
manage development accordingly.

Process requirements at each SMP periodic review:
• Inventory hazards and assets
• Assess impacts, characterize vulnerability, analyze future development
• Review/update policies and regulations

Sea level rise requirements apply to 65 local governments (15 counties & 50 cities/towns)
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Ecology will provide:
Sea level rise
Guidance, baseline data, and tools to 
support shoreline planning.
• Guidance document
• Sea Level Rise Planning Atlas
• Pilot Project

Other Resources and technical assistance
• Periodic review checklist with guidance
• Model language
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Public hearing

31



Zoom and phone logistics
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How to edit your name

1. Click the “Participants” icon 
at the bottom of the Zoom 
window. 

2. Select the “…” next to your 
name to open the options 
menu. 

3. Click “Rename,” then type 
your name and affiliation. 
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Closed captions in Zoom
In the toolbar, click the Show Captions 
icon.

If you don't see Show captions, click the 
More icon, then click Show captions.

Captions will automatically appear above 
the meeting controls toolbar.
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Ground rules
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Please stay muted until we call on you. Mute yourself when you're 
done speaking.

Respect the right of others to have an opinion, even if you do not 
agree.

Use respectful language when providing comments or asking 
questions.



Providing testimony

Wait for us to 
call on you to 
provide 
testimony.

Stick to the time 
limit.

Summarize 
lengthy or 
repetitive 
comments.
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Public 
hearing

37

Chapter 173-18 WAC Shoreline Management Act—Streams 
and rivers constituting shorelines of the state

Chapter 173-20 WAC Shoreline Management Act—Lakes 
constituting shorelines of the state

Chapter 173-22 WAC Adoption of designations of shorelands 
and wetlands associated with shorelines of the state

Chapter 173-26 WAC State master program approval/ 
amendment procedures and master program guidelines

Chapter 173-27 WAC Shoreline management permit and 
enforcement procedures



Legal notice of hearing
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Verbal testimony
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Commenting in writing

•Three ways:
•Fill out a comment form here
•Use our online comment form 
•Send comments by mail

Written comments are due by 11:59 PM 
on November 17, 2026 40



Next steps for comments
• Ecology will prepare a Concise Explanatory Statement

• Agency’s response to comments and questions
• Will send out notice 
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Next steps for the rules
• Rule adoption: March 2027
• Rule in effect 31 days later
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Stay informed

Email us at:
shorelinerulemaking@ecy.wa.gov

Join our email list:
https://public.govdelivery.com/a
ccounts/WAECY/subscriber/new

?topic_id=WAECY_324

Visit the webpage:
ecology.wa.gov/sma-

rulemaking

mailto:ToxicFreeCosmetics@ecy.wa.gov
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